
May the peace and hope of Christ’s birth  
be with you now and in the days to come. 

Kirk and Community News 

For the Churches in Tinto Parishes 

FOCUS 

Christmas greetings to you,  
and all members and friends of our Tinto Parishes - 
from the Minister, Sessions Clerks, and Kirk Sessions  

  Christmas  
   begins with the 

Christ 



THE TINTO PARISHES           
                          /ŀƛǊƴƎǊȅũŜ tŀǊƛǎƘ /ƘǳǊŎƘ       
                                          [ƛōōŜǊǘƻƴ ϧ vǳƻǘƘǉǳŀƴ tŀǊƛǎƘ /ƘǳǊŎƘ 
                                                          {ȅƳƛƴƎǘƻƴ tŀǊƛǎƘ /ƘǳǊŎƘ 

THE TINTO PARISHES:  

The Church of Scotland serving the South Lanarkshire communities of              
Carmichael, Covington, Libberton, Pettinain, Quothquan, Symington, Thankerton 

and an extensive rural hinterland.  

Minister:   Rev George C. Shand MA BD   (01899 309400)   george.shand@churchofscotland.org.uk 

Session Clerks:   

    Cairngryffe Parish Church   -  Charity Number SC 017001 

         Mrs Mary McLellan, Ledaig, Hagholm Road, Cleghorn,   ML11 7SG   (01555 871114) 

    Symington Parish Church:   -    SC 009095SC009095  

         Mr Ross Russell,  Spindrift, Main Street, Symington,    ML12 6LL        (01899 308240) 

    Libberton & Quothquan Parish Church   -   SC 016304 

        Mrs Lilias Nicholls, The Larches, Biggar Road, Libberton,  ML11 8LX  (01555 840572) 

Visit our websites:    

   www.symingtonkirk.com Webmaster Robert Carson            

www.cairngryffekirk.org.uk  Webmaster Jim Watt 

   www.libbertonquothquan.org.uk  Webmaster Paul Dobie 

And find us on  

 

Facebook 

SUNDAY SERVICES 

December 2016 
9.30am   Symington:  11.00am   Cairngryffe:  11.00am   Libberton & Quothquan  

January, February, March 2017  
9.30am   Cairngryffe:  11.00am   Symington:  11.00am   Libberton & Quothquan 

  

CHRISTMAS AND NEW YEAR SERVICES—EVERYBODY WELCOME 

CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICES 

Saturday 24
th
 Family Service at Symington at 7 pm.                                                                                                        

Watchnight Service at Libberton at 11.15pm.                                                                                          
Watchnight Service at Cairngryffe at 11.15pm.                                                                                           

TINTO PARISHES UNITED SERVICES 

Sun 25
th

 Dec  - Christmas Day Service at Libberton at 10.30am 

Sun 1
st

 Jan 2017 - New Yearôs Day Service at Symington at 11.00am 

SUNDAY WORSHIP SERVICE TIMES 

2016 Symington Cairngryffe Libberton 

bƻǾŜƳōŜǊ нт лфол a  ммлл h ммлл a COM 

5ŜŎŜƳōŜǊ п лфол a  ммлл a ммлл h 

5ŜŎŜƳōŜǊ мм лфол a  ммлл h ммлл a 

5ŜŎŜƳōŜǊ му лфол a  ммлл a ммлл h 

5ŜŎŜƳōŜǊ нр WhLb¢ /IwL{¢a!{ 5!¸ ²hw{ILt !¢ млΦолŀƳ ƛƴ LIBBERTON CHURCH 

2017       
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WŀƴǳŀǊȅ у ммлл h лфол a ммлл a 

WŀƴǳŀǊȅ мр ммлл a лфол a ммлл h 

WŀƴǳŀǊȅ нн ммлл h лфол a ммлл a 

WŀƴǳŀǊȅ нф ммлл a лфол a ммлл h 

CŜōǊǳŀǊȅ р ммлл h лфол a ммлл a 

CŜōǊǳŀǊȅ мн ммлл a лфол a ммлл h 

CŜōǊǳŀǊȅ мф ммлл h лфол a ммлл a 

CŜōǊǳŀǊȅ нс ммлл a лфол a ммлл h 

aŀǊŎƘ р ммлл h лфол a COM ммлл a 

aŀǊŎƘ мн ммлл a     COM лфол a ммлл h 

aŀǊŎƘ мф ммлл h лфол a ммлл a       COM 

PRAYER & PRAISE                             Monthly at 7.30pm     

Our monthly Monday evening worship events, hosted in turn around 
the Tinto Parishes, are a lovely complement to our regular Sunday 
morning worship ï the services are relaxed, creative, built around a 
theme, and often with a more meditational feel to them.      

They run throughout the year from September to May. 

       Monday 19th December 2016 at Libberton & Quothquan 
Churchðthis will be óBlue Christmasô 

       Monday 16th January 2017 at Symington Church 

       November 20th February 2017 at Cairngryffe Church. 

Next Joint Office Bearers Conference will be on Monday 
13th March 2017  at Symington Church at 7.30pm 

http://www.symingtonkirk.com/
http://www.cairngryffekirk.org.uk/
http://www.cairngryffekirk.org.uk/


MINISTERôS LETTER 
When you arrive at the top of óLookout Mountainô you are on a ridge that 
connects the American States of Georgia, Alabama and Tennessee.  You 
also look down on the nearby city which bears the name of the mountain as 
it was called by the local American Native Cherokee tribe who inhabited 
some of its many caves ï they called it Chat-a-nu-ga.  And beyond, is the 
óTrail of Tearsô, the forced removal route of the American Native Indians. 

We had not come to ólook outô, but rather to ógo insideô this mountain ridge 
formed some 200 Million years ago.  In the 1920ôs, a local entrepreneur 
opened up a tunnel down from the top towards the main cave to put in a lift 
so tourists could visit this cave within the mountain.  In the process of       
tunnelling they broke through into another cave no one knew about, and   
after it was investigated, it became the main attraction.  

To walk to the end of the cave, some 1120 feet under the mountain, takes 
about 40 minutes.  Sometimes the cave is like a crack in the mountain, and 
you can see far up.  Other times you have to lower your head.   

Artificial lighting is needed, of course, otherwise we wouldnôt see where we 
are  going.  But there were no lights at the end of the cave - we could sense 
a movement of air, and hear water dropping.  Then the Guide switched on 
the lights and we saw a beautiful waterfall in front of us ïinside the moun-
tain!  The water dropped some 143 feet (roughly the height of 10 double 
decker buses).  The colour of the light-show changed every two or three 
minutes, helping to show off different features of this lovely waterfall. 

And then the light-show went off, and we had to trek back to the surfaceðin        
silence, and in single file.  I was thinking about this     
experience (and that was when I banged my head!).   

Quite by accident a beautiful waterfall in a mountain is     
discovered.  It has probably existed for millions of years.  
Indians living in the other caves nearby knew nothing 
about it.  If the ódiscoveryô had not happened,  the       
waterfall would still exist, unknown, perhaps for many 
more hundreds of millions of years. 

There is a profound beauty in - perhaps we could say 
óinsideô - Godôs creation, in our world, our universe.  It is 
beautiful because it is beautiful.  It is not our seeing that 
makes it beautiful.  It just is.  Godôs creation is beautiful 
well beyond our ability to comprehend.  Just as God is.  Just as Godôs     
gracious love is beautiful beyond our ability to fully experience, but there for 
us at all times.  Grace and Peace to you as we enter the season of new life.    

Your friend and minister, 

  George 

WORSHIP CALENDAR. 

On our Sundays September on up to Advent, we have been exploring  
different moments of promise in the Old testament stories.  We began 
with the early creation myth emphasising God as the source of all life, and 
that creation is ógoodô;  through the journeying and settling of the people 
of Israel, and their growing understanding that the God they relate to is 
not a god amongst many gods, but The One True GodðGod with a vision 
for people ï of how we live together in society ï in equality, fairness, and 
mercyðand with a care for all people, which goes beyond the ótribalô.   

Now we enter into the story of Jesus the Christ as we read it in the     
Gospel of Luke.  When God walks amongst us, and takes on what it 
means to be human ï so that we might have an even deeper understand-
ing of the nature and the priorities of God.  

 

  

Christmas Day The Shepherdôs visit Luke 2:8-20 

New Years Day Simeon and Anna Luke 2:21-38 

January 8th Jesusô baptism Luke 3:1-22 

January 15th Jesusô sermon at Nazareth Luke 4:14-30 

January 22nd Fishing for people Luke 5:11-11 

January 29th Healing on the Sabbath Luke 6:1-16 

February 5th Raising the widowôs son Luke 7:1-17 

February 12th Are you the one? Luke 7:18-35 

February 19th Forgiven at Jesusô feet Luke 7:36-50 

February 26th Transfiguration Luke 9:28-45 

After this, Jesus turns towards Jerusalem as we enter the Season of LENT in prepa-
ration for EASTER 

LENT 1  March 5th The Good Samaritan Luke 10:25-42 

LENT 2  March 12th Lament over Jerusalem Luke 13:1-9, 31-35 

LENT 3  March 19th Lost sheep, lost coin, lost Son Luke 15:1-32 

CARE HOME WORSHIP—December 2016. 

Rev. George will lead worship in the following Care Homes in Biggar: 

     Greenhills       Wednesday 14th December at 2.30pm 

     The Bield        Wednesday 21st December at 2.00pm. 



NEWS FROM THE PARISHES 

WHATôS HAPPENING IN CAIRNGRYFFE 

      Deaths ï William Gilbert (Shaws Farm) 13th September 2016 

      Baptisms ï Thomas Taylor on 20th November 2016 

In common with Churches everywhere we are looking forward to the        
Advent season beginning on November 27th.  At Cairngryffe, we welcome 
Rev Sandy Strachan to kick-start our journey to that all-important 
Watchnight Service, when we light the Christmas Candle. 

This last quarter of 2016 has been busy.  We have been privileged to be  
the setting for three weddings.  On September 10ðJean Forrest to Colin 
McLuckie ;  on September 17ðFaith Fairbairn to Josef Goeth and on      
October 1ðKaty Hamilton to Allister Smith.  We also hosted the exploratory 
meeting of Presbyteryôs óTraining in Leading Worshipô which identified     
several of our congregation who were keen to join the ranks of the       
Cairngryffe Worship Team. 

In November, our Organist, Alan Potts, retired and both he and Eleanor 
moved south to live.  We are already missing their talents and personalities 
from our midst.  Obviously that leaves a gap in our congregation which will 
prove hard to fill.  Or do you know someone who would be interested in   
applying  for the post?  Contact Mary McLellan for more details. 

Our Worship Team continues to lead worship on designated Sundays and 
we are grateful for their skill and continued enthusiasm.   

We produced our 2017 Calendar a few weeks ago and sales have been 
brisk ï but there are still a few left if you are quick ! 

Christmas and Advent worshipðalthough this is an extremely busy time for 
us all, why not take some ñtime outò and join us for any or indeed all of the 
servicesðwe would be delighted to welcome you!   

CAIRNGRYFFE SUNDAY SCHOOL 

We meet in the church at the start of morning worship.  We stay in the 
church for the first part of the service and then go out to our Sunday School 
Room for our own activities. 

This term we have celebrated Harvest, and have also looked at some sto-
ries of heroes from the Old Testament, including the story of Jonah. We tell 
the Bible story, and then explore it in different ways, including art or craft 
activities that relate to the story. 

From now until Christmas we will be looking at the Christmas Story and  
preparing a small presentation that the children will make at morning service 
on the 18th of December. 

Our first Sunday School of 2017 will be on Sunday 15th of January. 

In January and February 2017 we will be looking at stories of Jesus from 
Lukeôs Gospel. 

Dates and Times: 

December 4th, 11th and 18th 11am. 

December 25th Christmas Day 2016, January 1st and 8th 2017 no Sunday 
School at Cairngryffe, we will take a short holiday from Sunday School.  

New Year 2017 Term starts on Sunday 15th of January, 

Sunday School on January 15th, 22nd and 29th, February 5th, 19th and 26th, 
March 5th, 12th, 19th and 26th at 9.30am. 

We will have our mid -term holiday on 12th of February. 

For further information please contact Rosmairi J Galloway 01555 880779. 

Cairngryffe Parish Church 
Ƙŀǎ ŀ ±ŀŎŀƴŎȅ ŦƻǊ ŀƴ 
ORGANIST 

{ǳƴŘŀȅ ǿƻǊǎƘƛǇ ŀƴŘ ǎǇŜŎƛŀƭ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜǎΣ ƻŎŎŀǎƛƻƴŀƭ ǿŜŘŘƛƴƎǎ ŀƴŘ ŦǳƴŜǊŀƭǎΦ 

CƻǊ ƳƻǊŜ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǝƻƴΣ ǇƭŜŀǎŜ ŎƻƴǘŀŎǘ ƻǳǊ {Ŝǎǎƛƻƴ /ƭŜǊƪΣ  
aŀǊȅ aŎ[Ŝƭƭŀƴ ƻƴ лмррр утмммп 

.WHATôS HAPPENING IN SYMINGTON 

Deaths: - Willie Dunbar, Elmwood, on Monday October 24th  
                Tom Laughtland, Thankerton on Thursday 10th November 2016  

Willie Dunbar.  The attendance of around 200 mourners on Friday 28th 
October bore testament to the regard and affection in which Willie was held.  
At 95 years of age, he was one of the oldest residents and for many years 
conducted a highly successful horticultural business at Elmwood.  He was a 
keen Participant in Symington village life and an ardent supporter of       
Symington football team.  A life-long Scottish Nationalist, he was active in  
the local party for many years. He was Clerk to the Congregational Board of 
Symington Kirk from 1968 to 1973. We extend our sympathy and thoughts 
to Linda, Alec and David. 

Tom Laughtland.  Symington Kirk was filled to capacity on Wednes-
day, 16th November as family and friends gathered to remember and cele-
brate Tomôs life.  He was born at Symington House cottages, where his fa-
ther was Head Gardener, in 1942. Schooled at the local Primary and Biggar 
High, at the time he left school apprenticeships in any of the trades were 
available, but Tom opted to be a lorry driver.   



Tom married Jean, the daughter of Dawyck Gardenôs Head Gardener, in 
1964 and they settled in Thankerton in December 1968 In a long driving 
career he worked locally for Clarksonôs of Biggar, Weatherseal Windows in 
Symington and Tennantôs Transport but was glad to retire when the       
opportunity came.  For the last 9 years he enjoyed his family, his car and 
his garden. Heôll be missed by many for his cheery wave to those passing 
the house in Millands Road. Our thoughts are with Jean, sons Bobby and 
Brian and family.   

Advent and Christmas Worship.  We look forward to welcoming you 
to our worship this season ðand remind you that our Christmas Eve     
service is, as usual,  followed by ómerry mince pies.ô 

 Ross Russell, Session Clerk at Symington 

SundayZone @ Symington 

We would love to see more young faces in church and welcome children 
of nursery age to primary 7 (and beyond!) to come along so we can share 
our fellowship as a group.  Meantime: resources, relative to the service, 
are available each week in church - please help yourself from the file on 
the front pew.  

For further information please contact Jessie Duff on 01899 308365 
 

WHATôS HAPPENING IN LIBBERTON & QUOTHQUAN 

September saw the start of the new season of Prayer and Praise. L&Q 
kicked the season off and our theme was óPilgrimage.ô  Rev. Elizabeth 
Clelland, chaplain from Braehead House, was days away from starting her 
own pilgrimage ï walking the Camino Way which involves 5 and a half 
weeks of walking, so it was very appropriate that she was with us that 
evening to tell us a little about her forthcoming adventure and we           
remembered her in our prayers. Elizabeth has now returned to us ïintact 
and with wonderful memories and photos which she will share with us at 
some point in the new year. 

Following on after our Harvest Service on the 30th October, was our      
Harvest Supper on the 31

st
. This meal and get-together is always a       

wonderful opportunity to give thanks to God for another successful harvest 
and it was good to see a few folks joining us from the other churches. 

Advent is upon us.  George has chosen a beautiful liturgy and 1 family 
each Sunday during Advent will lead us through this and light one of the 
Advent candles.  We are blessed in having enough families with young   
children and teenagers to allow us to do this. 

Speaking of teenagers. It is only because of 4 of these, that we will be able 
to do our Nativity this year.  Little ones seem to be a bit thin on the ground 
at the moment  but our teenagers have come to the rescue and with a bit of 
alteration, adapting of script and doubling up of donkeys, cows and sheep 
we are hopeful  of performing `Straw and Order` at morning worship at 
11.00am on the 18th December.   

                                Lilias Nicholls,   Session Clerk at L and Q 

Libberton School Scripture Union (SU) Group 

Scripture Union has operated in Scotland for over 70 years. Their vision is 
to see the children and young people of Scotland exploring the Bible and 
responding to the significance of Jesus. They work in schools across   
Scotland, providing pupils with opportunities to explore values and beliefs 
from a Christian perspective through classroom work, assemblies, seaside 
missions and residential experiences including Camps. School groups are 
extra-curricular clubs taking place in primary and secondary schools,     
empowering children and young people to explore the Christian faith.  

In 2010, after consultation with Jen Robertson of SU and with her good      
advice, the blessing of Rev. Jim Cutler, and support of the then head   
teacher, Mrs Foster, and the agreement of numerous parents, David   
Shannon set up the SU Lunchtime Club at Libberton Primary School. The 
first teaching team consisted of David, Annis Cutler, Hazel Knight (from 
Blackmount), Grace Parton and Pauline Shannon.  

The group also held two one-day holiday clubs in Quothquan Hall in 2011 
and 2012. Once again, the group had the help and expertise of Jen      
Robertson of SU, and also from Alex Kelly of the Clydesdale Christian 
Youth Trust.  By that time Bill Love, Interim Moderator, and Ann Lyall, our 
Deacon, were both very much involved and on each occasion the group 
were given unstinting help from members of Libberton and Quothquan and 
Coulter with cleaning and catering. 

Throughout the years, David and Grace have continued to demonstrate 
commitment and unflagging enthusiasm.  

The adults plan each session on a term to term basis. The current          
programme is based on an adaptation of New Testament Stories. 

Each week the children have the opportunity to join in with activities which 
include singing choruses, story, prayer and drama or craft.  

 Presently the four adults involved with the group are David, Grace, Dawn 
Hakim and Catherine Foster. This term they have been especially  privi-
leged to have a core of 10 children ranging from P1- 5 who have attended 
most meetings of the group. 

 



Tinto Churches Kids Club ð21st November 2016 

IN -SERVICE DAY CLUB  
hǳǊ Řŀȅ ǿƛǘƘ мр ȅƻǳƴƎǎǘŜǊǎ ŘǊŀǿƴ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ǘƘǊŜŜ tǊƛƳŀǊȅ {ŎƘƻƻƭǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ¢ƛƴǘƻ 
tŀǊƛǎƘŜǎ ǿŀǎ ŜȄŎŜƭƭŜƴǘ Ŧǳƴ ŦƻǊ ŜǾŜǊȅƻƴŜΦ  hǳǊ ǳǎǳŀƭ ƎŀƳŜǎΣ ǎǘƻǊƛŜǎ ŀƴŘ ŎǊŀƊǎτ
ŀƭƻƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ǾƛŘŜƻ ŦƻǊ ƭǳƴŎƘǝƳŜτ ŬǧŜŘ ǘƘŜ ōƛƭƭΦ 

CƻǊ ƻǳǊ ǘƘŜƳŜΣ ǿŜ ŎƘƻǎŜ tŀǊŀōƭŜǎΥ Ω¢ƘŜ ǿƛǎŜ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŦƻƻƭƛǎƘ ōǳƛƭŘŜǊΩΣ ŀƴŘ Ψ¢ƘŜ 
ǿƻǊƪŜǊǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ±ƛƴŜȅŀǊŘΩΦ  hǳǊ ǎƻƴƎǎ ŀƴŘ    
ŀŎǝǾƛǝŜǎ ǿŜǊŜ ōŀǎŜŘ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ǘƘŜǎŜ   ǎǘƻǊƛŜǎΦ 

hǳǊ ŎƻƴǎǘǊǳŎǝƻƴ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘ όǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ŎŀǊŘōƻŀǊŘ 
ōƻȄŜǎ ȅƻǳ ŘƻƴŀǘŜŘΧ ǘƘŀƴƪ ȅƻǳΗύ ǿŀǎ ŀ ƎǊŜŀǘ 
ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎ ōƻǘƘ ŦƻǊ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ ŀƴŘΣ ǳƴŜȄǇŜŎǘŜŘƭȅΣ 
ŦƻǊ ŘŜƳƻƭƛǎƘƛƴƎΦ   

¢Ƙƛǎ ȅŜŀǊ ǿŜ ŜȄǘŜƴŘŜŘ ƻǳǊ ŎǊŀƊǎ  ǎƻ ǘƘŀǘ 
ǎƻƳŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ȅƻǳƴƎǎǘŜǊǎ ǿƘƻ ǇǊŜŦŜǊǊŜŘ 
ΨŎǊŜŀǝƴƎΩ ǘƻ ΨǊǳǎƘƛƴƎ ŀōƻǳǘΩΣ ŎƻǳƭŘ Řƻ ǘƘƛǎΦ   
!ƭƭ ǘƘŜ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ŎƻƴǘǊƛōǳǘŜŘ ǘƻ ƻǳǊ ΨǾƛƭƭŀƎŜΩ 
ǎŎŜƴŜ ōȅ ŎƻƴǎǘǊǳŎǝƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƘƻǳǎŜǎΦ    

¢ƘŜ   ŎǊŜŀǝǾŜ ƻƴŜǎ ǘƘŜƴ ŎƻƴǝƴǳŜŘ ōȅ ƭŀȅƛƴƎ ǇŀǘƘǎΣ 
ǎǇŜŜŘ ōǳƳǇǎΣ ǊƻŀŘ ǎƛƎƴǎΣ ǘǊŜŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǊƻŎƪǎΣ ǎƻ ƛǘ ōŜŎŀƳŜ 
ŀ ǾƛƭƭŀƎŜ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅΦ 

A big thank you ƻƴ ōŜƘŀƭŦ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ ŎƻƴƎǊŜƎŀǝƻƴǎ ǘƻ 
ŜǾŜǊȅƻƴŜ ǿƘƻ ŎƻƴǘǊƛōǳǘŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘƛǎ bƻǾŜƳōŜǊΩǎ Lƴ-
{ŜǊǾƛŎŜ 5ŀȅ /ƭǳōΦ  ¸ƻǳ ƳŀŘŜ ƛǘ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ōŜǎǘΦ 

!ƴŘ ǘƘŀƴƪ ȅƻǳ ǘƻ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ȅƻǳƴƎǎǘŜǊǎΦ  ²Ŝ ƘŀŘ ŀ ŦŜǿ 
ƴŜǿ ȅƻǳƴƎŜǊ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ǘƘƛǎ ǝƳŜΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǘǿƻ ƻƭŘŜǊ 
ōƻȅǎ ǿƘƻ ŀǊŜ ǊŜƎǳƭŀǊǎΣ ŀŎǘŜŘ ŀǎ ǘŜŀƳ ƭŜŀŘŜǊǎ ǿƛǘƘ ǊŜŀƭ 
ǎƪƛƭƭΣ ŀƴŘ ǿƛǘƘ ƎǊŜŀǘ ŎŀǊŜ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ȅƻǳƴƎŜǎǘ ƻƴŜǎΦ   

ΨFOCUSΩ - Front Cover Drawing. 

The front cover of óFocusô is based on 
a drawing by Ariah Reid of 
Quothquan.  Ariah attended a SU 
camp in the summer, and was spon-
sored by Libberton and Quothquan 
Parish Church.  She is a member of 
the Sunday School.   She sent the 
church a very nice  letter of thanks, 
attached to the lovely drawing.   

Thank You, Ariah, for allowing us to 
use your drawing.  

The famous question is asked for the first time 

BLUE CHRISTMA S  
!ŘǾŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ /ƘǊƛǎǘƳŀǎ ƛǎ ŀ ǝƳŜ ƻŦ ƎǊŜŀǘ ŦŜǎǝǾƛǘȅ ŀƴŘ Ƨƻȅ 
ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ƳŀƧƻǊƛǘȅ ƻŦ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ /ƘǊƛǎǝŀƴ /ƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅΦ    
!ƴŘ ƛƴ ǿƛŘŜǊ ŎŜƭŜōǊŀǝƻƴǎ ǘƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ŀƭƳƻǎǘ ŀ ǇǊŜǎǎǳǊŜ ƻƴ 
ǘƻ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ōŜ ŜƴƧƻȅƛƴƎ ŜǾŜǊȅǘƘƛƴƎΦ    

.ǳǘ /ƘǊƛǎǘƳŀǎ Ŏŀƴ ŀƭǎƻ ōŜ ŀ ǇŀǊǝŎǳƭŀǊƭȅ ŘƛŶŎǳƭǘ ǝƳŜ ŦƻǊ 
ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǿƘƻ Ƴŀȅ ōŜ ƎǊƛŜǾƛƴƎ ŀ ƭƻǎǎΣ ŦƻǊ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǿƘƻ ŀǊŜ ƭƛǾƛƴƎ  
ŀƭƻƴŜΣ ƻǊ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǿƘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ǇŀƛƴŦǳƭ ŀǎǎƻŎƛŀǝƻƴǎ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘƛǎ ǝƳŜ ƻŦ ȅŜŀǊΦ 
Lƴ ǊŜŎƻƎƴƛǝƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ ƻǳǊ /ƘǳǊŎƘŜǎ ƻũŜǊ ŀ ǿƻǊǎƘƛǇ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƎƛǾŜǎ ǎǇŀŎŜ ŦƻǊ   
ŀŎƪƴƻǿƭŜŘƎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜǎŜ  ŦŜŜƭƛƴƎǎΦ  Lǘ ƛǎ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ ǊŜƎǳƭŀǊ ŎȅŎƭŜ ƻŦ ΨtǊŀȅŜǊ ŀƴŘ tǊŀƛǎŜΩΣ 
ŀƴŘ ƛǎ ƻǇŜƴ ōƻǘƘ ǘƻ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǿƘƻ ŦŜŜƭ ƭƻǎǎ ŀǘ ǘƘƛǎ ǝƳŜ ƻŦ ȅŜŀǊΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǿƘƻ ǿƻǳƭŘ 
ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ ŜȄǇǊŜǎǎ ǎƻƭƛŘŀǊƛǘȅ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜƳ ŀƴŘ ǿƛǘƘ ŜǾŜǊȅƻƴŜ ǎǳũŜǊƛƴƎ ǘƘƛǎ /ƘǊƛǎǘƳŀǎǝƳŜΣ 
ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǇǊŀȅŜǊ ŀƴŘ ǇǊŀƛǎŜΦ 

At Libberton & Quothquan Church on Monday 19th December at 7.30pm. 

BUBBLEGUM nô FLUFF. 

On Wednesday 7th December, we will be running a Pilot of  óBubblegum 
nô Fluffô at Tinto Primary School (in their current location in Lanark) ï for 
children of primary 6 to 7 age.  It will run for two hours, from 9.30am to 
11.30am. 

To assist we need five volunteers to oversee the craft tables. You wonôt 
have to originate anything,ï just oversee a table of eight children and help 
them with the crafts. 

óBubblegum nô Fluffô is a way of retelling the Christmas story so that the 
youngsters get below the surface to the real meaning of Christmas.        
Imagine if you stuck your chewing gum óto the bedpost overnightô ï but    
forgot all about it for months and months.  When you next saw it, likely lots 
of fluff would be stuck to it.  You might think, óbeneath all that fluff, I wonder 
if it will still taste as good.ô 

The Christmas story has lots of fluff stuck to it ï tinsel & trees & reindeerôs 
ears, and so on ï but underneath all that fluff there is a very important    
message.  And thatôs what the workshop is designed to uncover for the 
participants. 

Bubblegum nôFluff was devised by a Chaplaincy Team in Blantyre.  We will 
pilot it at Tinto Primary, with the assistance of Alec Kelly of Clydesdale 
Christian Youth Trust, so that it can become something we can offer the 
youngsters in all our schoolsðto tell the Christmas story in a deep and  
relevant way.  There will be videos, a puppet show, times when the young-
sters are gathered together for presentations and activities, and for crafts.  

Please do speak to George if you are interested to help. 

Rev. George 01899 309400   George.Shand@churchofscotland.org.uk 

mailto:George.Shand@churchofscotland.org.uk


PRESBYTERY REPORT 

It has been agreed by Presbytery that the Communion Table of Culter Parish 
Church be removed and relocated to Biggar St Maryôs Church Hall. And that 
the Manse of Carnwath be advertised for sale. 

Arrangements have been made to remove the Roll of Honour from Rigside 
Church and its relocation to the Community Hall.  

Kirk Session Safeguarding Training will be available from October this year 
and Safeguarding Co-ordinators are asked to consider forming church   
groupings for training purposes.  Further information from Presbytery Elders. 

A Scheme for the Selection, Training and Authorisation of Worship Leaders 
has been approved and the Leading Worship Course (2016) will be the  
standard to which worship leaders shall be trained in accordance with Act II, 
2000 (as amended) s.22(10). This will be a joint venture with Hamilton     
Presbytery and will be led by Rev Linda Walker who is the Mission, Education 
and Discipleship Development Officer at Hamilton. The Leading Worship 
training course was held within Lanark Presbytery on Saturdays 5th and 19th 
November at Greyfriars Church.    

Session Clerks, their deputies, Clerks to Congregational Boards and their 
deputies were invited to a óGet Togetherô in Lanark: Greyfriars Church Hall on 
Monday 14th November 2016  

Presbytery has agreed a reduction Ã2500 to the Ministries and Missions     
allocation of Carluke St Andrews and also agreed to a reduction of Ã3000 in 
the case of Biggar Kirk and Ã2125 in the case of Carstairs Parish Church.  

The Reverend Elspeth Jane MacLean has accepted the call to Forth: St. 
Paulôs Parish from Tiree Parish Church with her induction having taken place 
on the 26th September. 

Presbytery agreed to support the St. Andrewôs Hospice Capital Project by   
encouraging all congregations within the bounds to hold a St. Andrewôs Day 
retiring collection on either 27th November or 4th December.  

Mr Alan Grant has been appointed as Locum at Coalburn and Lesmahagow 
Old from 1st October 2016. 

The proposed figures for 2017 to the allocations to the Ministries and Missions 
fund have been issued.    

Since funds are available locally, approval has been given to wash down and 
repaint the east elevations of St. Nicholas Parish Church, Lanark to take place 
at the same point as the local authority is carrying out works to the steeple, at 
a cost of Ã4326.00 plus VAT by the same contractor appointed by the local 
authority, subject to approval of the General Trustees.  

Approval has been given to the installation of a replacement kitchen in 
Lesmahagow: Abbeygreen Church Hall at a cost of approximately Ã10,000 
with funds available locally.  

Presbytery has agreed to utilise the 2016 Ministries & Mission Variance 
Allowance to write off shortfalls of Ã5,086 in the congregation of 
Carnwath. It further agreed to write off shortfalls of Ã25,001 in the congre-
gation of Kirkmuirhill and note that this represents all shortfalls due by the 
congregation prior to 1st January 2016 and that no more monies are 
owed by the congregation to the Ministries and Mission fund in respect of 
shortfalls either before the demission of the minister on 28th February 
2014 or after the demission of the minister to 31st December 2015.  

The Rev Bryan Kerr has been appointed as Clerk to the Presbytery of 

Lanark with immediate effect. 

Robert Carson (Presbytery Elder, Symington). 

 FROM OUR KIRK TREASURERS 

CAIRNGRYFFE CHURCH. 

Income to October 2016              Expenditure to October 2016     

 

The above statement is prepared on an óIncome and Expenditureô basis.                            

Linzi Struthers, Treasurer 

  

LIBBERTON & QUOTHQUAN. CHURCH 

2016 has been a very stable year financially. The trustees have two objec-
tives; the first is to ensure that giving matches current expenditure to avoid 
depleting reserves for everyday expenses and the second to maintain and 
improve the fabric of the church. 

hũŜǊƛƴƎ ϻмпΣнрр /ƘǳǊŎƘ ƻŦ {ŎƻǘƭŀƴŘ ϻммΣппр 

¢ŀȄ .ŀŎƪ όŀŎŎǊǳŜŘύ нΣмнл ¢ǊŀǾŜƭ 9ȄǇŜƴǎŜǎ рфо 

5ƻƴŀǝƻƴǎ поп Wƻƛƴǘ /ƻƴƎ !ŎŎƻǳƴǘ мΣллл 

²ŜŘŘƛƴƎǎ рлл {ŀƭŀǊƛŜǎ нΣссн 

¢Ŝŀ /ƻƳƳƛǧŜŜ рнт tǊŜǎōȅǘŜǊȅ 5ǳŜǎ оут 

    CŀōǊƛŎ aŀƛƴǘŜƴŀƴŎŜ млп 

    aƛǎŎŜƭƭŀƴŜƻǳǎ мΣтур 

        

Total Income £17,836 Total Expenditure £17,976 

Deficit y-t-d £140     



The first objective will be realised for 2016 as the generosity of regular wor-
shippers has been maintained throughout the year.  But the small congrega-
tion cannot be expected to cover the larger items of expenditure which are 
necessary to preserve the church as a welcoming attractive place of wor-
ship.   

We are in the fortunate position of having sufficient reserves to cover unex-
pected exterior fabric costs as well as maintaining our regular review of the 
interior fabric of the church.  In 2016 total fabric expenditure has been 
Ã6600, half of which was spent on the church steeple and external painting 
of the church.  Hopefully the steeple is now watertight after substantial ex-
penditure in 2015.   

The remainder was spent on renewing the pew cushions and upgrading the 
sound system.  The latter items were the two  which were identified after 
consulting the congregation and the same procedure will be adopted before 
further improvements are begun.  There are tentative proposals to improve 
lighting in the church and vestibule, both of which will be presented to the 
members in 2017. 

There have been no surprises or shocks in 2016.  Income has been steady 
and regular.  Looking ahead, at the 2017 budget, the one identified increase 
is the Ministry and Mission payment to 121.  Fuel costs are high but should 
be stable if inflation remains low.  It is disappointing that the bulk fuel pur-
chasing scheme proposed by 121 has not materialised.  Overall, the finan-
cial position of the church is strong. 

MG Stobo, Treasurer. 

NEW MEMBERS 

If you, or anyone you 
know is thinking about 
joining the church, 
George will be holding a 
New Members afternoon 
or evening    workshop -  
before Easter.   

For further information, 
please contact Rev. 
George  

FLOWER LISTS 

 

SUNDAY CAIRNGRYFFE SYMINGTON 

4
th
 December 2016 Lily Borthwick Linda McKay 

11
th
 December 2016 Sandra Stewart Muriel Knight 

18
th
 December 2016 Elsie Pahnke Janette Hope 

25
th
 December 2016 Joint - Libberton Joint - Libberton 

1
st
 January 2017 Christmas Flowers Flower Fund 

8
th
 January 2017 Christmas Flowers Jessie Duff 

15th January 2017 Warnock Girls Flower Fund 
22
nd
 January 2017 Flora Ireland Liz Short 

29
th
 January 2017 IMO Dorothy Scott Noreen Johnston 

5
th
 February 2017 Margaret Edge Hazel Howat 

12
th
 February 2017 Nancy Nicholl Rena Mitchell 

19
th
 February 2017 Sadie Campbell Margaret Cleland 

26
th
 February 2017 Rosemary Whitefield Sheena Carlyle 

5
th
  March 2017 Maureen Bannatyne (C) Etta Prentice 

12th  March 2017 Margaret Smith Ella Hodge 

19
th
  March 2017 Annie Callan Marlyn Masterton 

26
th
  March 2017 Margaret Smith Mary Hodge 

 

                                          .Editor's Note 

Thank you to all contributors who provided the information con-
tained in this newsletter.   The Spring edition of FOCUS will be 
issued late in February 2017.  

Contributions from both village and church organizations and 

groups, covering the period from March 2017 to the end of May 

2017 should be sent to me by Sunday 12th February 2017 at the 

latest.  I can be reached at: - Charlie Todd, 63 Station Road, 

Thankerton, ML12 6NZ   Tel: 01899 308327 or by email at 

kandctodd@gmail.com 



THE GUILD 

Symington Guild 

Symington Guild Meetings are held on a Thursday evening in the church 
hall at 7.30pm. 

Septemberðat our meeting we welcomed Claire Burton who gave a 
demonstration on making   chocolates which we got to sample afterwards. 
Many thanks to Claire.  

OctoberðAnn Lyall  gave us a talk and slide show.  We we also had the 
ladies from Cairngryffe Guild to join our meeting, and it was a very        
enjoyable night.  

On Sunday 4th December there will be a coffee morning and sales table 
for Guild funds after the church service. 

Contact Helen Anderson 308598 or Martha Cowan 308657. 

 

CAIRNGRYFFE EVERYOUNG CLUB 
On December 8th members will enjoy a hearty Christmas Lunch at   Tinto 
House Hotel (12.30pm for 1.00pm) with entertainment being provided 
this year by accordionists from the Adult Learning Project, Edinburgh MD 
Keith Dickson. 

The fun doesnôt end there as the fortnightly meetings in Thankerton Village 
Hall at 2.00pm resume on :- 

12th January -   Andrew Hay (Thankerton) ï The Wee Effin Bee 

24
th

 January (Tuesday) (at Carnwath) -  Burns Supper - with entertainers 
and guests, at Carnwath Evergreen  

9th February – Ann Matheson (Biggar) ï The Scots Language 

23rd February – Charlie Kirkpatrick (Giffnock) ï Iona, Oban and Cops and 
Robbers 

9th March ï Beith Forrest (Biggar) ï Reminiscences of an Auld Roberton 
Farmer   

23rd Marchï Joyce Osprey (Covington) ï Oor Bit in France 

13th April ï Denham Macdougall & Stuart Nelson (Lochlyoch) ï A Live His-
tory of the Five String Banjo 

27
th

 April ï Rev George Shand ï ñLive from Nashville, Tennesseeò  

For more information contact Secretary, Charlie Todd on 308327   

          
 

 

 

PUZZLE PAGE.  A Christmas Wordsearch 

C H R I S T I N G L E 

C A N D L E M G X K P 

H Y A W F N W A Q B R 

R V T R C R I B R M E 

I R I E H F Y R T Y P 

S C V A B K D I L R A 

T K I T A D V E N T R 

M F T H W N H L R J I 

A G Y X F H G I F T N 

S N J E S U S E K A G 

S T A B L E D T L S X 

Q J O S E P H R U K N 

M G B E T H L E H E M 

²ƻǊŘǎ ǘƻ ŬƴŘΥ 

ADVENT  ANGEL  BETHLEHEM  CANDLE  CHRISTINGLE   

CHRISTMAS     CRIB  GABRIEL  GIFT    JESUS   JOSEPH 

MARY NATIVITY  PREPARING  STABLE  WREATH   

FOOD IN THE BIBLE ANAGRAMS.  What foods are hidden in these anagrams? 

BLEARY CUBE SCRUM SLEEK      TELL SIN   

SO EVIL!    PAGERS    DEBRA      SOON IN   



Prayer Page  
“Oh Yes, you shaped me first inside, then out; 

   you formed me in my mother’s womb. 
I thank you, High God; you are breath-taking! 

Body and soul, I am marvellously made! 
I worship in adoration—what a creation! 

You know me inside and out, 
   you know every bone in my body; 

   you know exactly how I was made, bit by bit, 
   sculpted from nothing into something. 
Like an open book you watched me grow 

   from conception to birth; 
   all the stages of my life 

   were spread out before you. 
The days of my life all prepared 
   before I’d even lived one day.” 

Psalm 139:13-19 (The Message) 

MARVELLOUSLY MADE 

tǎŀ

ñI praise you, 
for I am  
fearfully  

and       
wonderfully 

   madeò 
UNICEF estimates that an average of 353,000 babies are born each day around the world, 
which equates to 255 births globally per minute (December 2013 estimate).  We sometimes     
assume that the arrival of a new baby will be a time of joy and excitement for future parents, 

but it can also be a worrying timeðespecially for those expecting their first child. 

PRAY for those who are expecting the birth of a child and the worries 
they may be carrying, for example about their own health; their unborn 
childôs health; finances; and future family life. 

PRAY for those who struggle with anxiety, fear and/or depression as 
they seek to adjust to the new set of demands that a baby brings. 

PRAY for the work of the Bluebell Perinatal Depression Service,  
Scotland (http://www.crossreach.org.uk/bluebell-pnd-service ) and/or for 
the work of a similar organisation you may know. 

PRAY for those who yearn to be mothers and fathers, but are unable 
to do so. 

PRAY for those couples who face the emotionally and physically 
draining routes of IVF, surrogacy and adoption as they seek to        
become parents.  

(Adapted from óPeople of the Wayô, Pray Now devotions 2016) 

“Prayer is a moment of incarnation -  
God with us. God involved in the details of my life.”  

Paul E. Miller 

THE WORLD CHURCH 
We live in an ever connected world.  Compared to just a few dec-
ades ago, we can now contact friends and relatives in other parts of 
the world almost immediately, often at little or no additional cost, 
and see them óliveô on computer screens.  We are used to themes about our     
interconnectedness ï ñbefore you finish eating breakfast in the morning, youôve 
depended on more than half of the world. This is the way our universe is         

structured; this is its interrelated quality.ò (Martin Luther King Jr. 1963). 

The Church of Scotland has a global vision, and seeks through the work of the 
World Mission Council to build global partnerships across the Worldwide church, 
for mutual support, and to increase our understanding.  Our óWorld Church Pageô 

will help us identify some important initiatives, and the people involved. 

Rev. Colin Johnston arrived in Cairo in May this year as a óMission  
Partnerô ï the Church of Scotland supporting the 
work of the Evangelical Presbyterian Church, the 
biggest Protestant Church in Egypt (often called the 
Synod of the Nile).  

ñI am amazed at the scope and the quality of the 
work done by the Church, such as combatting fe-
male    circumcision (FGM), which is still practiced 
by many Christians as well as Muslims in rural       

areas, and raising awareness of  Gender Based Violence.   

ñThe Evangelical Theological Seminary in Cairo, where I am based, has 
over 300 students, 36 of whom are studying for the ordained ministry.    
Recent graduates have gone to places like Gaza and Basra in Iraq to    
minister, though many remain in Egypt.  It is wonderful to be involved with 
the students, but my main role is to communicate what is going on at the 
Seminary to our friends internationally, and to welcome the many visitors to 
the Seminary. 

ñI also have a lot of involvement with St. Andrewôs, the old Church of Scot-
land congregation in central Cairo, now home to ten different congrega-
tions.  Including two Sudanese Presbyterian Churches, it serves the large 
refugee population here.  Their services are more African in style (and in 
length!).  In South Sudan there is tension among different tribal groups, but 
fortunately here they are always interacting, so any tension is contained. 

ñSt. Andrews is also home to St. Andrewôs Refugee Service (StARS), which 
works with refugees from many countries.  It is a hive of activity, offering 
legal advice, as well as psycho-social help and educational classes for 
young people and adults.  I volunteered to teach English, and have found 
myself teaching a group of Oromo women at their Community Centre in a 
densely populated area of the city.  To my shame I knew nothing about the 
Oromo, though I now know they are the largest ethnic group in Ethiopia, 
which are sadly discriminated against.ò 

For more information, Colinôs blog is https://colinincairo.wordpress.com   

 

https://colinincairo.wordpress.com

