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“Storm on the Sea of Galilee”,   

by Jessie Duff and the May 2019  

 In-Service Day  youngsters. 

“All Aboard”  - the youngsters create the table 

top display of the Sea of Galilee 



2019 Cairngryffe Libberton & 
Quothquan 

Symington 

MAY 26
th

 0930   M 1100   M 1100   WG 

JUNE 2
nd

  0930   M   COM 1100   OA 1100   M   COM 

JUNE 9
th  Pentecost 0930   M   NM 1100  M   NM 1100   WG 

JUNE 16
th
 0930   M 1100  OA 1100   M 

JUNE 23
rd

 0930   M 1100  M    1100   WG 

JUNE 30
th
  0930   M 1100 OA 1100   M 

JULY 7
th 

 Joint Tinto  Libberton Service at 11am 

JULY 14t
h 
 Joint Tinto  Service at 11am Symington 

JULY 21
st 

 Cairngryffe Joint Tinto  Service at 11am 

JULY 28
th 

 Joint Tinto  Libberton Service at 11am 

AUGUST 4
th

 1100   M 0930   M 1100   WG 

AUGUST 11
th
 1100   WG 0930   M 1100   M 

AUGUST 18
th
  1100   M 0930   M 1100   WG 

AUGUST 25
th 

 1100   WG 0930   M 1100   M 

SEPT 1st 1100   M 0930   M 1100   WG 

SEPT 8
th
 1100   WG 0930   M 1100   M 

SEPT 15
th 

 1100   M 0930   M 1100   WG 

THE TINTO PARISHES:            The Church in our Community 

The Church of Scotland serving the South Lanarkshire communities of              

Carmichael, Covington, Libberton, Pettinain, Quothquan, Symington,                                   

Thankerton and an extensive rural hinterland.  

Minister:   Rev George C. Shand MA BD   (01899 309400)   george.shand@churchofscotland.org.uk 

Session Clerks:   

    Cairngryffe Parish Church   -  Charity Number SC 017001 

         Mrs Mary McLellan, Ledaig, Hagholm Road, Cleghorn,   ML11 7SG   (01555 871114) 

    Symington Parish Church:   -    SC 009095SC009095  

         Mr Robert Carson,  07786 624 068  or  robertdcarson@yahoo.com 

    Libberton & Quothquan Parish Church   -   SC 016304 

        Mrs Lilias Nicholls, The Larches, Biggar Road, Libberton,  ML11 8LX  (01555 840572) 

Visit our websites:    
   www.symingtonkirk.com   Webmaster:  Robert Carson            

www.cairngryffekirk.org.uk   Webmaster:  Jim Watt 

   www.libbertonquothquan.org.uk  Webmaster:   Paul Dobie 

And find us on  

 

Facebook 

‘The Tinto Parishes’ 

Sacrament of Holy Communion 

Remember, if you would like Communion at home, please let your elder 

know,  or contact Rev. George directly on 01899 309400 

We try, where possible, to hold the Home Communion on the same day, or 

close to the Congregational Communion Day. 

CAIRNGRYFFE 09.30am   Sunday 2nd June 2019 

SYMINGTON 11.00am—Sunday 2nd June 2019 

THE TINTO PARISHES           
                             Cairngryffe Parish Church       

                                               Libberton & Quothquan Parish Church 
                                                            Symington Parish Church 

            Tinto Parishes:  An open and welcoming community of faith 

WORSHIP IN BIGGAR CARE HOMES. 

Rev. George will lead worship: 

In June 2019 at 

   Greenhills  Wednesday 12th at 2.30pm 

   Gillespie Centre Lunch Club on 18th June at 12.30pm 

   The Bield—Wednesday 26th at 2.30pm 
 

   Next visits will be in September 2019 

 

SUNDAY WORSHIP SERVICE TIMES 

M=Minister:      WG=Worship Group,      OA=Own arrangements:      COM=Communion   
NM = admission of New Members 

Here’s the ever-faithful Team who  look 
after the  monthly Gillespie Centre Lunch 
Club - in their lovely ‘Easter Bonnets’ for 
the meeting during Holy Week .   

(L to R) May Cameron (organist), Jessie 
Duff (assistant) and Elizabeth McDonald 

(organiser)  

“The first service one owes to others in a community involves listening to 
them. Just as our love for God begins with listening to God’s Word, the  

beginning of love for others is learning to listen to them…we do God’s work 
for our brothers and sisters when we learn to listen to them.” 

~ Dietrich Bonhoeffer 

http://www.symingtonkirk.com/
http://www.cairngryffekirk.org.uk/
http://www.cairngryffekirk.org.uk/


9
th
 JUNE Acts 2:1-11 

Numbers 11:16-30 
PENTECOST 
   Pentecost Renewal 

16th JUNE Selections from the Book of Acts, 
and Ephesians 3:1-13 

1st Missionary Journey of Paul— 
    Mission to Gentiles 

23
rd

 JUNE Selections from Book of Acts, 
Romans and I Corinthians 

2nd Missionary Journey of Paul— 

    Paul proclaims Christ 
30

th 
JUNE Selections from Book of Acts, 

Romans and 2 Corinthians 
3rd Missionary Journey of Paul— 

    Baptised into Christ 

7
th
 JULY Joint worship in Libberton Kirk, 

led by Rev. Bill Buchan 
Preacher will be Rev. Bill Buchan 

14
th
 JULY Joint worship in Symington Kirk 

led by Rev. Bill Buchan  
Preacher will be Rev. Bill Buchan 

21
st
 JULY Joint worship in Cairngryffe Kirk 

led by Rev. Bill Buchan  
Preacher will be Rev. Bill Buchan 

28
th
 JULY Joint Worship in Libberton Kirk 

led by Robert Allan 
Preacher will be Robert Allan 

4th AUGUST Susanna vv1-64 
Judith 9:1-8 

Apocryphal Tales 1:  O Susanna 

11th AUGUST Bel and the Dragon vv1-42 
Numbers 21:8-9 

Apocryphal Tales 2:  Bel and the Dragon 

18th AUGUST Judges 14:5-20; 15:1-8 
1 Corinthians 12:4-7 

The Judges: Samson the Riddler, cycle of 
violence, self 

25th AUGUST 
 

Judges 16: 4-31 
Jeremiah 20:7-10 

The Judges: Samson and Delilah, entice-
ment, deception 

1st SEPT Judges 4: 1-16, 5:1-9 
Psalm 84: 9-18 

The Judges: Deborah. The Judge 

8th SEPT Judges 6:11-18, 25-40, 7:2-9, 19-
23  and I Kings 18:20-40 

The Judges: Gideon, warrior farmer 

15th SEPT Judges 11:1-10, 29-40 
Deuteronomy 23:21-23 

The Judges:  Jephthah, mighty warrior, 

ridiculous vows 

22nd SEPT 2 Kings 2:15-25 
Proverbs 3:1-8 

Elisha Taunted: Elisha, alopecia, curses 

and she-bears 

WORSHIP CALENDAR— 

We are following a specific lectionary up until the end of the Christian Year, 

and then in Advent we return to the Revised Common Lectionary that is 
used by the majority of churches.   

After Pentecost we follow Paul on his missionary tours.  In July we will have 

guest preachers, choosing their own readings and hymns, and in  August 

and September we will first explore some ‘Apocryphal Tales’, and later, the 

Book of Judges. 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 
 

For the final nine weeks of the Christian year look out for Judith and Tamar, King David, the 

Book of Revelation, female faith heroes, and the Reign of Christ. 

BIG SING 

A Pentecost Songs of Praise 

Sunday 9th June 2019 

7.30pm 

at 

Libberton & Quothquan Parish Church 

Come and celebrate—an evening Songs of Praise for Pentecost— 

the ‘birthday’ of the Church.   

Tinto Parishes 

HARfEST 

food for body, mind and soul 

A celebration of Harvest for all ages 

 

Busy Biscuits Prayer Station 

Sensory Station 

-taste, smell, etc 

OUTSIDE STATIONS 

• Fun Golf 

• Naughts & Crosses 

• Winnie the Coo 

• Four calves 

SCHOOLS COMPETITIONS 

at Thankerton Hall on 

Saturday 5th October 

1.00pm to 3.30pm 

MOVEMENT matters 
Storytelling with movement 

Judging Competition 

This Tinto Parishes Outreach event is one you will need to get into your diary. 

You’ll hear much more about it soon—Saturday 5th October—Thankerton 



LANARK PRESBYTERY ELDER’S REPORT 

Carstairs Parish Church have received funding to carry out major                

refurbishment work over the summer—both externally and internally.   

The Presbytery Ministry and Mission Discretionary Allowance is funding 

which the presbytery has available to support mission projects which 
meet certain criteria.  The Tinto Parishes receive funding from this for 

the In-service Day Club and for the occasions on which any of our con-

gregations require pulpit supply on the Sundays when Rev George is at 

the other churches.  Support funds have been made available recently 
for projects ranging from help for training for a listening service in      

Carluke to a Clearspace Movie Project Fresh Expression and a Wild 

Church Fresh Expression, both in Lanark. 

As mentioned in the last edition of Focus, the ordination and Induction of 

the Rev Andrew Rooney to the charge of Kirkmuirhill Parish Church took 
place on 12th March, when the church was almost full to capacity.  On a 

personal note it was a great privilege and pleasure for me to be           

officiating at this service,    having been so closely involved in supporting 

the congregation through the traumatic times they have experienced  
recently. 

Preparations for the visit of the Moderator of The General Assembly to 

Lanark Presbytery in October this year are well ahead, with a draft     

program prepared.  This will include worship in each area of Presbytery 

and it is anticipated that there will be an opportunity for people in this  
area to attend a joint service led by him on Sunday 3rd November. 

Kirk Sessions have been invited to send representatives to the June 
meeting of Presbytery and bring with them suggestions as to how best 

Presbytery can support them in their mission and a questionnaire has 

been circulated to help them in this. 

At the March meeting Rev Ian Cunningham of Carluke: Kirkton gave an 

illustrated talk on his time as Convenor of the World Mission Council, 
outlining the many places across the world where he had been warmly 

welcomed.  This gave us all an insight into how the Church of Scotland 

has close connections with Churches worldwide, many started by 

Church of Scotland Missionaries. 

For a number of years the Presbytery of Lanark has had a twinning    
arrangement with a Presbytery in Seoul, South Korea, but over recent 

years this has been dormant and it was decided to end this.  The        

Relationship and Context Committee are exploring whether another  

twinning arrangement should be entered into. 

 

CAIRNGRYFFE EVERYOUNG CLUB 

The annual coach outing will be held on Thursday 11th July leaving  

Thankerton Bowling Club at 10am prompt.  

We will be visiting Dobbies in Dalkeith, the Scottish Parliament and       
finishing with high tea at the Greentree Hotel in Peebles. £15 per head.  

For more information contact Secretary, Charlie Todd,  

on 01899 308327  

CAIRNGRYFFE SUNDAY SCHOOL    -   SUMMER NEWS 

We meet in the church at the start of the service and take part in the first 
part of the service. After Time Together we go to our Sunday School 

Room to do our own Bible based activities. 

We are looking at New Testament stories just now and after the Summer 

Break will look at some Old Testament Tales. 

Dates and Times 

    Now until 16th of  June 9.30 am 

    16th June Prizegiving 

    Summer Holidays/ no Sunday  School 23rd June until 11th August 

    New Term Begins 18th August at 11 am. 

Our Bible based teaching is for children of nursery school and primary 

school age, we are a small group and new children are always welcome. 
 

For further information, call Rosmairi Galloway 01555 880779 

There has been discussion about organising a Presbytery wide walk in 

early October as part of the ‘All Tied Up’ project in support of the HIV 
Programme of the Church of Scotland.  More information about suitable 

walk routes is to be gathered and a more detailed report to be submitted 

to Presbytery in June. 

Jim Watt (Presbytery Elder Cairngryffe Kirk)  



—-—–——–-NEWS FROM THE PARISHES—–———- 

  —WHAT’S HAPPENING IN CAIRNGRYFFE— 
 

Baptism : Sadie Taylor  

Born 22.07.2018 – On Sunday March 24 

little Sadie was presented for baptism by her 

proud parents Tommy and Elaine of 

Northolme of Grange, Pettinain. 

Our Stated Annual Meeting, when our    

accounts are presented to the Congregation 
for information after formal approval by Session, took place prior to the 

end of Worship on March 24 2019. 

On April 28 we had the pleasure of witnessing the ordination of Roger 

Lindsay into eldership at Cairngryffe.  We warmly welcome Rodger, who is 

already a member of our Worship Team, into his new role and are sure 
that he will prove to be a much valued addition to our Session now, and in 

the future. 

In common with the worldwide  
family of Christian believers we 

were saddened by the horrendous 

events in Sri Lanka just a few short 
weeks ago and on Sunday 5th May 

we joined many other churches in 

a display of white ribbons hung 

from our church gates denoting our 
solidarity and support of those   

affected by this hard to believe act 

of violence. 

After a joyous Easter celebration of The Risen Lord we are now looking 

forward to the celebration of Pentecost and all that it brings.   

A little Pentecost Prayer : 

Mighty God,  
you came through your spirit and life was never the same again. 

Come to us, breathing new fire into our hearts, 
New energy into our lives and new life into our souls. 

Transform our fear, anxiety and doubt, 
Filling us with confidence and faith 

Move in us we pray 
         Amen 

 

 —WHAT’S HAPPENING IN LIBBERTON & QUOTHQUAN— 

The services over Holy week prepared us, as       

always, for the wonder of Easter Day. At L&Q the    
ten children with us that beautiful morning had a 

great time in Sunday School painting hard boiled 

eggs, putting icing on egg shaped biscuits, making 

an Easter garden and adding tails to bunny shaped 
Easter cards before signing them to give to mums, 

dads and grandparents.  

After worship, while the grown-ups enjoyed their own Easter treats in 

the form of cakes, the children had an Easter egg hunt around the 
grounds of the church. 

On Sunday 12th. May, the church was packed with the family and 
friends of the Anderson family for the baptism of their daughter Evelyn. 

We have another baptism on Sunday 4th August when the Alcock family 

will celebrate the Christening of their third daughter, Jennifer.  Both  

couples were married at L&Q and 
it is always extra special when our 

brides and grooms bring their   

children back to us for Baptism. 

 

 White Ribbons hung by congregation 

members outside our Churches  

on the Sundays of 5th and 12th May.   

“Remembering  those who perished  and 

were injured in both body and mind, in     

Sri Lanka, we hang these ribbons as a 

physical symbol of our solidarity  

and for peace.” 

 As we move ahead in our “Early Service” time of 9.30 am at Cairn-

gryffe we look forward to the up and coming joint services during the 
month of July, which of course all take place at 11.00 am – we look 

forward to seeing you there and if you are struggling with transport 

then please do let us know and we will arrange to pick you up. 

Mary McLellan. Session Clerk at Cairngryffe Parish Church 



The next Moderator of the General Assembly will be visiting Lanark    

Presbytery between the 26th October and 4th November 2019.  

As part of that visit he will be     con-

ducting the Church service in Syming-
ton on Sunday 3rd November to which 

all are invited. 

The Christian Aid Coffee morning was 

held on the 12th May in the Church 

Hall and included several sales tables. 
The amount raised is not available 

presently. 

 Robert Carson, Session Clerk,   

Symington Parish Church 

Symington Choir 

On Wednesday 1st  May, the choir presented a ‘Musical Evening’ in  

Symington Kirk in aid of the new organ fund.  The varied and entertaining 

programme was warmly received by the audience of over 130 who came 

along to support the choir. 

Gaynor would like to thank all who attended and for their enthusiastic re-

sponse. She is particularly grateful to Margaret Patience who provided 
such accomplished accompaniment to the singers.  Sincere thanks to the 

individuals who contributed ‘solo’ items and to all who assisted in the 

practical arrangements of setting out the church and moving furniture. 

Particular thanks to Ken Foulis who 

produced the tickets and            
programmes for the evening and 

who made such effective publicity 

arrangements.  

Sincere thanks also to the friends 

who came along to augment the       
resident singers and who provided 

such valuable vocal support.  It 

was great to have you join us and 

we hope you will all keep coming. 

As a result of the evening, over £870 was raised for the organ fund and 

the addition of this sum has ensured that the new organ is now paid (with 
a wee surplus for the choir music fund).  

Thank you again,     Gaynor Russell 

—––——WHAT’S HAPPENING IN SYMINGTON————   

It is with regret that we note the passing of   

David Mitchell, the son of former congrega-
tion members Frank and Rena Mitchell. 

We were further saddened to learn of the   
passing of Davina Prentice, a former member 

of the congregation with strong family      

connections in the village. She is survived by 

her   husband Gavin and their two daughters 
Karen and Gail.  

To celebrate Ross Russell’s 42 years as 

Session Clerk in Symington a  gathering was held after Church on  31st 

March. Many friends and members, old and new, were in attendance which 

was indicative of the  high regard in which Ross is held within the Church. 

Lanark Presbytery has issued a citation to Symington Church seeking the 
Session’s views on cooperative working with the Parishes of Upper Clyde 

and Douglas & Rigside 

Rev George Shand will be inducted as Moderator of Lanark Presbytery on 

Tuesday 3rd September. The service will take place in Libberton Parish 

Church. The congregation wishes him well in this new appointment. 

The current Moderator of the General Assembly , Susan Brown, sent out a 

letter asking congregations if we would like to both pray for  ‘those who    
perished and were injured in both body and mind in Sri Lanka’, and to show 

solidarity to Sri Lanka by hanging white ribbons on church gates as a 

‘physical symbol of our love and for peace.’  We agreed to do this and the 

photograph on the next page shows the front gate of our church.  

 

Also on Sunday 12th. May we placed our ribbons on the church gate as a 

symbol of solidarity and remembrance for the people who died, were in-
jured and for their families in the horrible recent events in Sri Lanka. 

Looking forward to June, on Pentecost Sunday, June 9th. Melissa and 
James will become full members of the Church of Scotland.  After the 

service all members of the congregation are invited back to The Larches 

for a celebratory `Larches Lunch.` 

In July we look forward to our Joint services, sharing worship together.   

 Lilias Nicholls, Session Clerk at Libberton & Quothquan Parish Church 



On Sunday 31st March, at the end of the Congregation’s Stated Annual 
Meeting, Ross Russell retired as Session Clerk, after 42 years of service.   

Despite protestations from Ross 

that he didn’t want ‘a fuss’, the   
congregation laid on a reception, 

and had also raised a secret  collec-
tion.   

A part of the gift to Ross was a 

beautiful painting purchased from a 
local artist, and a cheque for Ross 

and Gaynor to spend however they 
wanted. 

Ross made a brief speech in his 
usual graceful style, and we reprint 

an edited version of it here, so everyone can enjoy it. 

“The existence of the church as a place of worship is a vitally important  
visible sign of the Christian faith in this community. We here today have 

inherited this history and are charged with the continuing stewardship of  

the church in Symington.  

The presence and vigour of the church in the village has been the result of 

the efforts of many people over many centuries. Most of these are      anon-
ymous now but I can reflect on half a century of association on the contribu-

tion made by the faithful and committed people of the present   generation 

to the life and work of the church.  

Sadly but inevitably, some have gone from among us but the legacy and 

the input they made has endured and has been built upon.  I remember the 
work of William McCormick, Archie Bennie, John Buchanan, Jimmy Dun-

can, Willie Bell, Tommy Overend, Jimmy Donald, John Renwick,    Don 

MacKenzie, Willie Dunbar, Ailie Shireffs, Mona Powell, Tom Prentice and 

many others.  Later on, the Kirk Session and Congregational Board worked 
through long periods of vacancy to maintain worship each Sunday and to 

ensure the integrity of the fabric and the comfort of the church and hall.  We 

acknowledge the debt we owe to them. 

The church and the society in which it operates have changed beyond 

recognition in the last 50 years. However, in the face of falling rolls, the 

draw of other more exciting pursuits on a Sunday for our young people, the 
constant administrative ‘adjustments’ within our Presbytery, we have striven 

within some success to maintain the life and work of Symington Kirk. 

Ross Russell’s retiral as Session Clerk of Symington Kirk. 

FAIRTRADE CHURCHES 

During Fairtrade Fortnight  in February we held stalls in each of our 

churches, selling the Malawian brown and white rice, and also selling 

Fairtrade Chocolate, as the theme for the Fortnight was based on the  

Cocoa Farmers in Northern Africa. 

Surprise Surprise………. we pretty much sold out of chocolate! 

We were also featuring the REAL EASTER EGG, and took orders for 

them.  In total we bought 123 Easter Eggs., and from additional donations 
that were made we were also able to donate a further dozen Real Easter 

Eggs to the Clydesdale Food Bank. 

One of our churches now considers that it has done 

enough to become a recognised ‘Fairtrade Church’, 

and will soon be applying for that through the Fairtrade 
Foundation. 

Meanwhile, plans are advancing for ADVENT.   
We have discovered that the Real Chocolate company 

produces a Fairtrade Advent calendar, with an        

attached booklet explaining the REAL Christmas story. 

I have been privileged to serve six ministers – Sandy Duff, Peter McEwen, 

Susan Cowell, John Brown, Graham Houston and George Shand.  Six  
diverse personalities but each with a unique spark of inspiration and a firm 

commitment to Symington Kirk and its people. 

Underpinning all of them however is the congregation of Symington.    

People who have supported the church by their giving, their efforts and 

their being.  People without whom the church would not exist.  We never 

appeal in vain for help and support in any venture and for this the Board 
and Session are eternally grateful. 

I look back on many years of happy involvement and fulfilment as Session 

Clerk and as I hand over to Robert, I wish him every satisfaction and     

enjoyment in the post. 

Thank you sincerely for your many years of support and friendship to me 

and for your extreme generosity at this time. 

God bless you all. 

Ross 



This is a hymn we will sing on Pentecost evening.   
It is by Michael Forster, and we sing it to the well known tune Diademata 

( ‘Crown him with many crowns’). 

Michael Lindsay Forster (born 1946) is a prolific hymn writer – but this 
hymn, published in 1992, is the only one of his hymns to appear in our 

Church Hymnary 4. 

Michael grew up in an Anglican household.  He worked for a while a    

music teacher, and then at the age of 40, entered training for Ministry at 

Regents Park College in Cambridge, a college closely linked to the    

Baptist Union.  However, he was later ordained into the ministry of the 
United Reformed Church.  He served as Minister in three different    

churches in England before leaving parish ministry to work as Senior 

Chaplain at a large NHS mental health, community and learning disability 

trust.  While working there he took post-graduate diplomas in both     
counselling and psychotherapy. 

He was encouraged and supported by 

the publisher Kevin Mayhew to write 

hymns, and he now focuses on hymns 

for all-age worship, children’s hymns 
and stories, and books on Christian 

Spirituality.  He has also published 

hymns that connect with the Revised 

Common Lectionary and the seasons 
of the Christian Year (‘new words to 

well-known tunes’). 

There is a special energy about his 

hymns, and use and choice of language that reflects his wide experience 

of life.  For example, from verse 5, we will sing: 

“….enable us to hear 

the words that others bring, 

interpreting with open ear 

the special song they sing.” 

These words are relevant, of course. to the experience of Pentecost as 
related in the second Chapter of the Book of Acts.  But they also have a 
broader contemporary relevance when thinking about people with     
learning disabilities, or with mental health issues, or others who so often 
struggle to be heard.  “Enable us to hear the words that others bring..” 

 HYMN FOCUS :— HYMN 594 
‘Come, Holy Spirit, Come” 

 

IN-SERVICE DAY 

Our last In-Service Day Club was held in the Symington Hall on Tuesday 

7th May.  The theme was ‘All Aboard’ (see front cover) and we focussed 

on the storm on the Sea of Galilee which Jesus calmed, and the ship-

wreck off the coast of Malta when Paul was being taken as a prisoner to 
Rome.  This was our 14th In-Service Day Club.   

Jessie Duff comments, “We only had six registered, but on the day eight 
came.  Numbers were considerably reduced, perhaps because of the 

way the Easter holidays fell.   

But even so, our very spirited 

youngsters had a great day.  We 

had stories from the Bible, lots of 
noisy games, videos, songs and 

plenty of food provided by the lovely 

ladies.  Added to that the kids built 

two boats big enough to take a team 
each.  The boats had sails, oars, 

and even fishing nets.  It was great 

fun, and very impressive.” 

FORTHCOMING EVENTS 

Tuesday 3rd September at 7.00pm in Libberton Kirk. 

Rev. George will be installed as Moderator of the Presbytery of Lanark for 
its 2019-20 year.  This means there will be a service of Communion in    

Libberton Kirk to which all members of our congregations, and all         

Presbytery members will be invited.  It will be followed by a light refresh-

ment, and then, just after 8pm, the Presbytery will convene its first      
business meeting of the year—but you don’t need to stay for that! 

Sunday 3rd November at 11.00am in Symington Kirk 

The Moderator of the General Assembly 

of the Church of Scotland, Rt. Rev. Colin   

Sinclair, will lead worship at a joint      

service involving all our churches, and 
visitors  also from other local churches.   

The Moderator visits our area every ten 

years, and will be the guest of Lanark 
Presbytery for ten days.   

The ‘behind the scenes team’ - getting a brief moment 
of rest  - Janette, Peggy, Ann, and Martha. 

Rt. Rev. Colin Sinclair, First Minister Nicola Sturgeon, and the Lord 
High Commissioner, The Duke of Buccleuch and Queensberry  



WHERE ARE THEY NOW? 

You will remember Sonia Blakesley, a candidate for Ministry studying at 
Glasgow University, who did a 10-week full-time placement with us in the 
summer of 2017.  And Kaye Gardiner, who spent some time with our 

Churches as part of her Discernment Programme in early 2017, before she 
started her studies as a candidate for the Ministry. 

George recently caught up with both Kaye and Sonia, and thought you might 

like to hear how things are progressing. 

   KAYE.    

On 20th May, Kaye started her 

10-week summer ministry        

placement.  But not in Scotland. 

“I have completed my first year 

of study for the BD at Glasgow 
University.  And for the last 

three weeks I have been at-

tached to a church in Riverside, 

a suburb of Kitwe, the second 
largest city in terms of size and 

population in Zambia.   

Candidates for ministry have the 

opportunity to do their summer 

placement with partner churches of the Church of Scotland, and I found I 
had a strong desire to come to Zambia.   

“I boarded a plane to Zambia, not knowing 
why but I did know that I had to go!  But I am 

starting to realise now, and it is very exciting to 

be part of God’s plan.   

“The congregation are the most wonderful  

welcoming people, and I am learning so much 
about Zambian culture and church life.    

“I will have much to share with everyone when 

I return in late July.”  

Above—members of the congregation gather.  Kaye is 

second from the right. 

Left—Kaye’s first sermon in Zambia—at the church in Riv-

erside on Sunday 26th May.   

Generous Gift 

The sun’s warmth presses softly on my back. 
This generous gift from a star 

stretches ninety-three million miles 
to embrace my grateful flesh. 

~ Linda Blake-Segraves 

STUDENT SUNDAY 

Every year Presbytery encourages congregations to hold a ‘Ministry Stu-

dent’ retiral collection, to assist students in our Presbytery, like Kaye, with 

ongoing costs.  Many ministry students have given up careers to study for 
the ministry and finance themselves through University.  

Cairngryffe Church will be holding a retiral collection on 30th June, and 

our other Churches in the Autumn. 

  SONIA.   

“Almost two years have passed since I arrived to 

spend the summer with you, working alongside 
George.   

“I successfully graduated from Glasgow University last  

summer, and am now working full-time as a           

Probationary Minister at Springfield Cambridge 

Church in Bishopbriggs.  This means I work under the 
supervision of the parish minister, Rev Ian Taylor.   

“I am have now almost completed nine out of the fifteen months, and my 
final assessment will be in August, and then I can start looking for my own 

charge.  At the moment I believe a rural ministry (perhaps with a small 

town) awaits me, and I am blessed to have spent time in the Tinto        

Parishes.  I am loving working full time in ministry.” 

 

               STOP PRESS:         

                     GARDEN OPEN DAY, Braehead House, Crossford. 

      The Garden Open Day is on Saturday 15th June, 
      and visitors are free to pop in any time  

from 10.00am to 4.00pm.   
Refreshments, Children’s games and a Labyrinth are available. 

The Braehead House garden includes their lovely Walled Garden. 



Re

 STEWARDSHIP 

All congregations of the Church of Scotland contribute to 

a central ‘pot’ which pays the  salary and pension, etc. 

costs of 720 Ministers and parish workers in communi-
ties throughout Scotland, and further afield, and assists 

with recruitment and training costs.  This is called our 

‘Contribution to Ministries and Mission’, and is calculated 

on the basis of our annual income.  Our contributions also support work in:  

• resourcing congregations for Christian education and outreach;  

• furthering the work of the Church to people in need through CrossReach;  

• accompanying partners around the world on our shared Christian journey;  

• offering the Church’s opinion in public debate;  

• Providing administrative, financial and legal advice,  

• planning the General Assembly and ensure the Moderator represents the 

Church. 

So the contribution from our congregations ensures a diverse ministry is 
maintained and the Gospel is shared in many ways and in many places. 

It is estimated that the 2019 cost of a parish minister at the top of the     
stipend scale is £42,912.  The combined contribution of our three linked 

Churches to this fund in 2019 will be £55,600, which means that we are in 

the positive situation of being net contributors to the fund, and also  that 

£12,688 goes towards the wider work of the church, and to support other 
congregations. 

FROM OUR KIRK TREASURERS  -  CAIRNGRYFFE 

 

Linzi Struthers, Treasurer 

Income Jan – 
May 2019 

  Expenditure Jan – 
May 2019 

  

Offerings £6,776 Ministry & Mission £5,581 

Tax Back 
(accrued) 

£1,004 Minister’s Travel £289 

Tea Committee £281 Salaries £1,490 
Miscellaneous £97 Joint Cong Costs £715 

    Fabric Repairs £124 

    Printing & stationery £155 

Total £8,156 Total £8,354 

Net Deficit £198     

I would like to express grateful thanks to everyone 
who contributed material for this edition of Focus  

The Autumn edition of FOCUS will be issued early   
in September 2019.  
Contributions from church groups & organisations, 

covering the    period from September to the end of November 2019, 
should be sent to the Editor by Sunday 18th August at the latest.    

For those organisations with an annual syllabus, it would be    
helpful if I could receive a copy prior to the August deadline. 

I can be reached at: - Charlie Todd, 63 Station Rd, Thankerton,    
Biggar ML12 6NZ Tel: 01899 308327  

or by email at kandctodd@gmail.com 

 

FLOWER LISTS 

 

SUNDAY CAIRNGRYFFE SYMINGTON 

02 June 2019 Rosemary Whitefield Nan Warwick 

09 June 2019 Ena Meikle Peggy Prentice 

16 June 2019 Carole Gardiner Margaret Prentice 

23 June 2019 Ann Murray Susan Craig 

30 June 2019 Barbara Miller Frances Sandilands 

07 July 2019 Sheena Baillie Joint 

14 July 2019 Margaret Watt Jessie Duff 

21 July 2019 Marion Clarkson Joint 

28 July 2019 Cathryn Forrest Joint 

04 Aug 2019 IMO Sadie Campbell Gaynor Russell 

11 Aug 2019 Margaret Lawson Martha Cowan 

18 Aug 2019 Ena Meikle Annie Gilchrist 

25 Aug 2019 Mamie Gilmour Christina McKenzie 

REMEMBER:  If you do not receive the FOCUS Magazine regularly, but want to 

keep up with news at Tinto Parishes, you can ask for an electronic copy to be sent 

to you.  Contact Rev George on George.Shand@churchofscotland.org.uk  

mailto:kandctodd@gmail.com


Easter Sunday in New York - feeling the joy of Easter Day.  

How was your Easter Sunday?  Freda & Melvyn Stobo celebrated theirs in 
West End Presbyterian Church, New York, where the pastor, Rev. Alistair 
Drummond, conducted the service in English and Spanish, with praise led by 
their African-American Gospel Choir and an opportunity to participate in Easter 
Communion.  

Apart from Christian worship, on Saturdays the 
church becomes a synagogue for Romemu, a 
Jewish Community, and on Sunday afternoons 
Eritreans hold services in the chapel area of the 
church. 

WEPC is a true presence in the wider communi-
ty because the church facilities are used by a    
number of organisations which regularly use its 
space.  

More importantly, the church members see themselves as the body of Christ 
offering his love and friendship, which embraces everyone.  Their joy on Easter 
Day shone brightly to the point it seemed palpable.  We, ourselves, could draw 
strength from their example and generosity and the incredible cultural diversity 
in the knowledge that Jesus binds the ties of all humanity. 

Come! 
Join me on a pilgrimage 
over land and sea to a new realm to meet unknown, yet familiar faces, 
who offer a hearty welcome, with radiant smiles and generous hugs. 

Come! 
Move in time to the rhythm and beat 
of joyful songs and hymns of praise soaring up and up to highest heaven. 
Glorious! triumphant! electric!  Heartfelt...soulful...ethereal. 

Come! 
Listen to the children tell us 
what Easter Day means to them.  Encourage one and all to participate; 
share the joy; repeat the age-old song: He lives! He lives! Christ Jesus lives today! 

Come! 
Taste the bread, drink the wine. 
Praise our Lord!  Spread the joy!  Pass on the Peace of Christ 
to friend and stranger alike with love and goodwill in our hearts. 

Come! 
Feel the sisterly hugs!  
Christ is with us.  Today, you are invited to a surprise feast  
where a place is reserved, especially for you, -our honoured guests. 

Come! 
Share in the banquet  
of the fatted calf.  Easter Blessings offered to all. 

Christ is risen!   He is risen indeed!                                                   Freda Stobo 

Prayer Page 
 

Prayer Promoters 

Symington Parish Church –                        Heather Davidson Tel 01899 309126 

Cairngryffe  Parish Church –   Liz Hiddleston            Tel 01899 221664  

Libberton & Quothquan Parish Church  -  Lilias Nicholls    Tel 01555 840572 

CALMING THE  STORM 
MARK  4:35-41 

 

When we are caught in the midst of a storm, it’s 

hard sometimes to see the way forward.  Sometimes grief can make us 

feel that way too—struggling to see what might lie ahead. 

Once, when Jesus was with his disciples on the Sea of Galilee, he man-

aged to sleep as a storm got up around him.  And so his disciples woke 

him up in a panic and wondering if he didn’t care if they drowned.   

Jesus responded ‘Be Still’, calming the wind and the waves and challeng-

ing his  disciples to have more faith. 

This passage of scripture doesn’t deny there will be storms that   will 

shake us and throw us about in life, but it does reassure us that in the 

midst of turmoil, if we can have the faith to see beyond this current 

storm, we too can find the stillness that the peace of Christ can bring.                       
(adapted from   

‘Celebrating life in Death’  

by Lezley J. Stewart (p.66)   

St. Andrew’s Press 2016) 

 

 

‘Jesus calming the storm’ was one of the Bible 

stories at our In-Service Day.  In the morning 

we built two boats, and then acted out the 

Gospel story and spoke about its meaning.  In 

the afternoon we spoke about the Apostle 

Paul, a prisoner on his final journey to Rome, 

and shipwrecked off the coast of Malta. 

 

Be still and know that I am God.   
Psalm 46:10 

 

I weave a silence on to my lips 
I weave a silence onto my mind 

I weave a silence within my heart 
I close my ears to distractions 
I close my eyes to attractions 

I close my heart to temptations 
 

Calm me, O Lord,  
as you stilled the storm 

Still me, O Lord,  
keep me from harm 

Let all tumult within me cease 
Enfold me, Lord, in your peace. 

David Adam 



For this issue of FOCUS, instead of a Minister’s letter, here is an 

insight into the RADICAL PLANS FOR CHANGE that were 

agreed at the General Assembly in Edinburgh which Rev. 

George attended from 18th to 24th May. 

RADICAL PLANS FOR CHANGE 

This year two additional reports were considered at the General Assembly 

 – to reshape the Church structures and activities for the challenges facing us in the 

21st century.  The following things were agreed: 

PLANNING FOR MISSION 

• A £20 Million ‘Growth Fund’ to birth new ideas at a local level 

• A focus on engaging with those under 40 

• A target of 100 new worshipping communities (not just churches as we       

currently envisage them) in the next decade 

SUPPORTING FAITH FORMATION 

• Ensuring easy access to all the faith and nurture resources of the church 

• Building resources that help make the church an accessible and welcoming 

place for the ‘Millennial Generation’, and ‘Generation X’. 

• Prioritising development work with young people to enable their voice to be 

heard in decision making 

DEVELOPING LEADERSHIP 

• Ensuring a flexible learning and training and support programme can be   

available for every person in the church, including materials on leadership 

• Changes to the initial Ministerial Training to allow more flexible routes into  

ministry 

FINANCIAL REFORM 

• Reconfiguring the Ministries and Mission Fund 

• Develop new ways to support congregations in long-term vacancies 

• No increase in the Ministry and maintenance Fund until the new scheme     

begins in 2021 

LAND AND BUILDING REFORM 

• Endorse the General Trustees document on ‘Well equipped spaces in the  

right places’’ 

• Sale of unnecessary building (unburdening congregations) 

• Sharing of financial resources between congregation (sharing the load) 

 THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE CHURCH OF SCOTLAND 

Once a year, in the Assembly Hall on the Mound, in Edinburgh, delegates gather.  

They come, representing all Presbyteries, including the International Presbytery  
(ie churches out-with UK). 

Around 720 Ministers and Elders, 

and 40 youth delegates were joined 

by 17 delegates from other UK    

denominations, and 88  delegates 

from churches world wide (Africa, 

America, Asia, Middle East, Europe, 

and Australia). 

Over the five days of Assembly,   

delegates hear reports from all the 

Council’s—Social Care, World    

Mission Council, Church of Scotland Guild, Church and Society, Ministries,       

Mission and Discipleship.  And other Committee reports—such as Legal        

Questions, Ecumenical Relations,  Safeguarding, Chaplains to Her Majesty’s   

Forces, Iona Community, etc. 

The Moderator for last year (Rt. Rev. Susan Brown) passed on responsibility to the 
incoming Moderator for 2019-2020 (Rev. Colin Sinclair).   

STRUCTURAL REFORM 

• A new central structure with new charity trustees 

• A 20-30% reduction in central offices 

• Reducing Presbyteries in Scotland from 40 to 12 – larger Presbyteries will     

enable more professional services 

• Refocus of staffing from central to regional 

• New models for churches working together (Hub’s,  networks) 

• Review of the size & function of Kirk Sessions, Presbytery, General Assembly 

• Examining ‘Presbyterian Governance’ and its effectiveness in the 21
st
 century. 

So what does it all mean?  It is intended to show that the Church of Scot-

land is serious in its efforts to reshape itself for the challenges of the present       

moment, and to reshape to allow new shoots, new growth.  And to resource 

those keen to experiment or explore change, and to lighten the burdens on   

everyone.  It is a move to strengthen and resource local congregations.   

Will plans come to fruition?  We live in hope and trust in a new future, in our 

continuing walk with God.   George 

I am grateful to Rev. Bryan Kerr for his precis of the decisions made at the General Assembly 



Over 5,000 people attended the ‘Heart and Soul’ event in Princes Street Gardens on General Assembly Sunday from 1-6pm.  A time of inspiration when   

Congregations, Committees and Council’s showcase their work, musicians and artists entertain and lead worship, international guests chat around tables, 

and old and new friends meet up.   

The picture is taken from the Mound end.  It only shows a half of the event.  In the distance, beyond what you can see,  is the Ross bandstand where music 

events are held, and then another ‘street’ of tents right up to, and also including, events inside St. Cuthbert’s Church. 


