Join us

as we follow Jesus through the last days, sharing his integrity,
his passion for God, and his vision of the Kingdom of God.

FOCUS

Spring 2018

Join us

as we re-affirm that Jesus is not only an inspiring figure from the past,
but is very important for the present, for us and for our lives.
SUNDAY 25th MARCH 2018—’Palm and Passion’
11.00am—CAIRNGRYFFE CHURCH. Tinto Parishes Joint Worship
Share in our Palm Sunday children’s procession, and
retelling of the Holy Week story. John 12:12-26—The first Peace Procession
As usual, an Easter Egg Hunt follows the service

Evening worship services are 40—45 minutes long, informal and reflective
MONDAY 26th March.
7.00pm— LIBBERTON CHURCH
John 19:16b-22
The Crucified King
TUESDAY 27th March.
7.00pm— LIBBERTON CHURCH
John 19: 23-30 The last words of Jesus
Led by Rev. Elizabeth Clelland
th
WEDNESDAY 28 March. 7.00pm— SYMINGTON CHURCH
John 19:31-42 Jesus, the Passover Lamb
THURSDAY 29th March. 7.00pm—CAIRNGRYFFE CHURCH
HOLY THURSDAY— Sacrament of Holy Communion
Various readings Last Supper & foot washing
FRIDAY 30th March.
7.00pm—CAIRNGRYFFE CHURCH
GOOD FRIDAY WORSHIP—A Tenebrae.
SUNDAY 1st APRIL —Easter Sunday 2018

11.00am—LIBBERTON CHURCH Tinto Parishes Joint Worship
Family Worship as we retell the story of resurrection.
John 20: 1-18 Resurrection

Lanark Presbytery 6th February 2018.
Picture taken in the vestibule of Greyfriars Church, Lanark.

As usual, an Easter Egg Hunt follows the service

PENTECOST SUNDAY.
Remember Pentecost Sunday at our churches on Sunday 20th May when many
people wear RED—perhaps this year many more will.

Kirk and Community News
For the Churches in Tinto Parishes

the Churches in Tinto Parishes

In-Service Day Club, 20th November, Symington Church Hall

TINTO PARISHES—HOLY WEEK AND EASTER WORSHIP

THE TINTO PARISHES

SUNDAY WORSHIP SERVICE TIMES
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Libberton & Quothquan Parish Church
Symington Parish Church
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Tinto Parishes: A welcoming inviting community of faith

Minister: Rev George C. Shand MA BD (01899 309400) george.shand@churchofscotland.org.uk
Session Clerks:
Cairngryffe Parish Church - Charity Number SC 017001
Mrs Mary McLellan, Ledaig, Hagholm Road, Cleghorn, ML11 7SG (01555 871114)
Symington Parish Church: - SC 009095SC009095
Mr Ross Russell, Spindrift, Main Street, Symington, ML12 6LL
(01899 308240)
Libberton & Quothquan Parish Church - SC 016304
Mrs Lilias Nicholls, The Larches, Biggar Road, Libberton, ML11 8LX (01555 840572)

Sacrament of Holy Communion
CAIRNGRYFFE

th

Sunday 4 March at 11.00am
th

SYMINGTON

Sunday 11 March at 11.00am

MARCH 4th

1100 WG

March 11th

1100 M

March 18th

1100 WG

th

March 25

PRAYER AND PRAISE—Spring 2018
Reflective and meditational worship

Cairngryffe
1100 M

COM

COM

Libberton &
Quothquan
0930 M

1100 WG

0930 M

1100 M

0930 M

COM

April 8th

Joint Palm & Passion Service in Cairngryffe
1100 - Minister
Joint Easter Day Service in Libberton
11.00 - Minister
0930 M
1100 M
1100 O

April 15th

0930 M

1100 WG

1100 M

April 22nd

0930 M

1100 M

1100 O

April 29th

0930 M

1100 WG

1100 M

MAY 6th

0930 M

1100 M

1100 O

May 13th

0930 M

1100 WG

1100 M

May 20

0930 M Pent

1100 M Pent

1100 O Pent

May 27th

0930 M

1100 WG

1100 M

JUNE 3rd

0930 M

1100 M

1100 O

APRIL 1st

th

Sunday 18th March at 09.30am

LIBBERTON &
QUOTHQUAN

Symington

M=Minister:
WG=Worship Group,
O=Own arrangements:
COM= Communion Sunday Pent—Pentecost Sunday

Tuesday 27th March in Libberton Kirk. This is during our series of Holy Week
Services. The guest speaker will be Rev. Elizabeth Clelland. At 7.00pm
Monday 16th April in Symington Church at 7.30pm

CARE HOME WORSHIP.
Rev. George will lead worship in the
following Biggar Care Homes:

march
THE TINTO PARISHES:
The church in, of, and with our community
The Church of Scotland serving the South Lanarkshire communities of
Carmichael, Covington, Libberton, Pettinain, Quothquan, Symington, Thankerton
and an extensive rural hinterland.

Visit our websites:
www.symingtonkirk.com
Webmaster: Robert Carson
www.cairngryffekirk.org.uk
Webmaster: Jim Watt
www.libbertonquothquan.org.uk Webmaster: Paul Dobie

And find us on

Facebook
‘The Tinto Parishes’

The Bield - Wednesday 28th March
at 2.00pm (Communion)

april

Greenhills - Wednesday 11th April at 2.30pm

may

Greenhills - Wednesday 9th May at 2.30pm
The Bield - Wednesday 30th May at 2.00pm
In the language of flowers, the ORCHID symbolizes love, beauty, refinement and thoughtfulness

WORSHIP CALENDAR.
This season we complete our journey through John’s Gospel, into scenes
from the life of Paul as we read them in the Book of Acts, and then
exploring a little of Paul’s ’partnership’ with the church at Philippi.
February 25th
th

March 4

March 11th

Jesus washes the disciples feet

John 18:12-27

(LENT 3)

Peter’s Denial

John 18: 28-40 (LENT 4)

Jesus and Pilate

John 19:1-16a

(LENT 5)

Jesus Condemned

th

John 12: 12-27

(PALM)

March 25
April 1

(LENT 2)

th

March 18
st

John 13:1-17

John 20:1-18

(EASTER)

Palm and Passion Sunday
Easter Sunday

Holy Week Services
th

April 8

John 20: 19-31

Thomas

April 15

th

Acts 9:1-19

Paul’s conversion

April 22

nd

Acts 17: 16-34

Paul and Silas

April 29

th

Acts 17:16-31

Paul’s sermon at Athens

Philippians 1:1-18a

Partnership in the Gospel

May 13

Philippians 2:1-13

The Christ Hymn

May 20th

Acts 2: 1-21;
Philippians 4: 4-7

PENTECOST: Rejoice in the Lord

th

May 6

th

Pentecost Sunday is the final Sunday of our Lectionary scheme, which
started away back in September 2017 reading from Genesis Chapter 1.
Some time in April, our Worship Groups and Minister will meet to look back
over the year past, celebrating what worked well, and looking at what
needs to be re-thought. And we will consider also what themes we want to
follow during the summer period.

WORLD DAY OF PRAYER
This year the World Day of Prayer materials have
been produced by Suriname women.
Within the network of Churches that includes
Cairngryffe Church, the service will be at Carnwath
Town Hall at 7.30pm on Friday 2nd March.

MINISTER’S LETTER
CHRISTMAS EVE. On Christmas Eve we rearranged our
Worship services across Tinto Parishes:- Symington at 7pm,
Libberton at 9pm, and Cairngryffe at 11.15pm. This new
arrangement seemed to be a success and we will likely repeat
it next year. We also restructured content, with each service
following a similar pattern based on reflections on the advent
candle themes of Hope, Joy, Peace and Love.
I had oversight of the three services, and in total I was privileged to hear 10
excellent brief reflections on these themes from members of our Worship
Groups. Not only excellent, but inspiring – every one of them! I am blessed
to be minister in an environment where there is such a high level of commitment to ‘being church in, of and with our community’. In fact, we are all
blessed by such commitment.
CHILDREN AND COMMUNION. Our three Kirk Sessions recently affirmed
that children are welcome to be part of our ‘family meal’, the Sacrament of
Holy Communion, either accompanying adults or as part of the Sunday
School. It has not been our tradition that youngsters take the Sacrament,
although Kirk Sessions of the Church of Scotland have had the power to
authorise this since 1992. At the moment, we want to get used to children
being present during this important aspect of our worship-life together and
will review the situation in a year’s time. In the meantime, any young people
present will receive a special blessing from the minister and a prayer of
blessing for our youngsters will be added to the regular liturgy.
HOME COMMUNION. Our next communion season is during March when
over three Sundays (4th, 11th and 18th) our congregations will celebrate Holy
Communion. When the elements are consecrated, some will be set aside
for Home Communion that afternoon (or an agreed suitable time), as an
extension of the morning’s gathering – so that anyone with difficulty getting
to church can have a brief Communion service at home and feel united with
all those who worshipped together that morning.
Already there are a number of people participating in this. If you would also
like to be included, that would be excellent. Please just let me know – phone
me - or tell your elder or any member of the church.
And finally, INTOLERANCES and ALLERGIES. If you have anything like
this which makes it difficult for you when it comes to taking Communion, I
would really like to hear from you. Or if you do not want to take alcoholic
wine, please also speak to me. We want to understand and find ways to
reduce any barriers or stresses.
May you know God’s love and God’s peace with you at all times.
Your friend and minister,

George

—-—–——–-NEWS FROM THE PARISHES—–—————WHAT’S HAPPENING IN CAIRNGRYFFE——
Deaths : Mr John Gardiner - December 16, 2017
The Cairngryffe congregation was deeply saddened
by the passing of John, after a long and arduous illness.
In addition to being a regular worshipper at Cairngryffe and a valued
member of the congregation, John was well known in the local farming
community as well as within his former career, as was evidenced by the
numbers who attended both services in Cairngryffe and in South Lanarkshire Crematorium. Our thoughts and prayers continue to be with Carole,
Claire and Lee and to their wider families.
We are now a few weeks into 2018 and back on the late shift! As a consequence we have George leading our worship on alternate Sundays, but we
are fortunate indeed to also have the wealth of talent and dedication in the
members of our Worship Team.
The picture on the front cover of this issue shows Tinto Parishes members
at the February meeting of Lanark Presbytery where they received their
certificates for completion of the Worship Leadership Training course they
undertook in 2017. Three members of our congregation are in that
group—Suzanne Campbell, Rosmairi Galloway and Rodger Lindsay– and
we are very pleased to welcome them as new members of our Worship
Group. Very well done everyone!
There is an increasing change in the daylight hours now, so let’s hope that
this heralds an early spring, and we are all looking towards our Easter
season with Lent, Holy Week and of course all of the Easter Services –
details of these services are as published and you are welcome to come
along to any or all of them, held in the three churches which form our Tinto
Parishes.
Mary McLellan, Session Clerk at Cairngryffe
QUESTION.
Why does Jim Watt, elder at
Cairngryffe Church, and Presbytery
Elder since 2009 , hope he too will be
a really useful engine?
Why are congratulations due to Jim?

ANSWER.
At the March meeting of the Presbytery of Lanark, JIM WATT will be
proposed for election as Moderator of Presbytery for 2018-9 .
Jim has served our Presbytery in many ways, including as a member of
the Planning Review Group, and an Assessor elder at Kirkmuirhill church.
He recently retired after five years as Convenor of the Presbytery’s busy
Congregational Support Committee.
On behalf of all members of our three Congregations we offer Jim
our thanks for all his dedicated work over the years, our hearty
congratulations and our prayerful support for March, and the year ahead,
when he hopes to be a ’useful engine’ moving Presbytery forward.
CAIRNGRYFFE SUNDAY SCHOOL NEWS
We meet in the church for 11.00am and take part in the first part of the service. After
‘Time Together’ we go to our Sunday School Room for our own Bible based activities.
From now until Easter we will be looking at Bible Stories in St. John’s Gospel. After Easter we will look at other New Testament stories.
Dates and times
Sunday 11am from now until Palm Sunday 25th of March 2018.
Easter Holidays 1st , 8th and 15th April 2018.
New Summer Term 11am Sunday 22nd April until our Prize Giving on 17th of June 2018.
For further information contact Rosmairi Galloway
tel: 01555 880779

—WHAT’S HAPPENING IN LIBBERTON & QUOTHQUAN—
Christmas seems a long time ago now but happy
church memories linger. We still have enough young
families to allow us to invite them to light our Advent
candle each Sunday in Advent – a great way to start
the month.
We had a Christmas Messy Church a week before
Christmas where seven young people were involved in
making stars, angels, bells and Rudolphs with which we decorated
our Christmas tree –it was much admired! Well done kids.
Our Christingle service was also lovely and it was good to see our
youngsters come back into church at the last hymn, bringing their
Christingles to the Communion Table, lighting them and admiring them
to the end of the service.

Christmas Eve morning worship was conducted by the Worship Group and
took the form of Lessons and Carols with the children also taking part. We
changed our midnight service to 9pm for the first time and this proved successful, attracting more families and also allowing children to participate - it
worked!
Christmas morning worship continues to grow in numbers and a well filled
church, with many visitors, really enjoyed some robust trumpeting from Eileen, a newish worshipper at L and Q – thanks Eileen. The sherry and
mince pies were excellent too!
We now look forward to our journey through Lent and Holy Week to the joy
of Easter Sunday. I hope some of us make it to Braehead House for at
least a few of Elizabeth Clelland`s Lenten studies. L & Q hope to have
another Daffodil Tea, one Saturday in March in Quothquan Hall, the date to
be decided and on the Tuesday of Holy Week, the 27th. March, Elizabeth
Clelland, will be the guest speaker at our Prayer and Praise evening.
Roll on Spring!
Lilias Nicholls, Session Clerk at L&Q

Libberton & Quothquan Church of Scotland
You are invited to our Daffodil Tea
in Quothquan Hall
on Saturday, 24th March from 10.30-12noon.
Enjoy a cuppa, hot cross bun and shortbread
and a blether!

Baking stall and raffle.
£2 for adults , under 16s free
Funds raised will be donated to
Clydesdale Food Bank

——WHAT’S HAPPENING IN SYMINGTON ——
Deaths
Wilma Plenderleith
A former member in Symington and a resident in
the village for many years, Wilma Plenderleith died on 13 January 2018
aged 94 years. Well known and remembered by many older residents,
Wilma had moved several years ago from her home at Craigie in Abington
Road, to Biggar and lived in Bencroft Avenue close to her son, Roy. She
never lost her attachment to Symington Kirk however and was always
anxious to maintain contact. She was visited regularly and enjoyed
keeping up with the news through FOCUS. We extend our sympathy to
Louie, Colin and Roy and their families.
Jim Attwood
Only seven months after the death of his wife, Jean, Jim Attwood died on 26
January 2018 aged 100. Jim and Jean lived for many years at Edelweiss,
Main Street Symington before moving into care in McClymont House,
Lanark. Many will remember Jean’s gift shops in Biggar. The eulogy at the
funeral outlined Jim’s experiences during the second World War when as a
prisoner of war in Italy, he escaped and made his way on foot over the Alps
to Switzerland.
A courteous and unassuming man, Jim was a regular worshipper with us
until the family moved to Lanark. He is survived by his daughter, Trudie
and we extend our condolences to her, her husband Colin and their children.
APOLOGY - William McMorran
It has come to my notice that notice of the death of Bill McMorran (Koff) of
Kirk Bauk, Symington, was not recorded in the November issue of FOCUS.
I can only apologise to his wife Vi, and to Bill’s family for this omission. Bill
died aged 81 on 10 October 2017, after a period of illness. He was formerly
resident for many years in Symington where he lived with his family at the
Smiddy in Main Street (now gone and replaced by the Sports’ Club). When
the family grew up, he moved away but returned several years ago with his
wife Vi to take up residence in Kirk Bauk. The great love of his life was
piping and drumming and he was very active in pipe-band activities in Scotland. He was untiring in his encouragement to young people who took up
piping and was a well known figure in organising and judging at piping
events. A large attendance of his colleagues at the funeral testified to the
respect and regard in which he was held by the movement. We will miss
him and we extend our deepest sympathy to Vi and to his children.

WORSHIP LEADERS
The front cover of this issue tells a story of importance for Symington
Church. These are the people (Jessie Duff, Douglas Mackenzie and Nancy
Overend) who undertook and completed the Congregational
Worship
Leadership course run by Presbytery in 2017, and received their certificates at the February meeting of Presbytery. Also receiving
certificates were Robert Carson and Ross Russell who completed
refresher
training after three years of service as worship leaders.
Congratulations to all our local Worship Leaders who bring such valuable
insights and experience into the worship we share together week by week.
Ross Russell, Session Clerk at Symington
VISITORS
The visiting team continues to be successful and welcomed.
If you know of anyone who would appreciate a visit, please let me know
and I will add them to the list – remember they don’t have to be church
members.
Gaynor Russell
THE CHOIR
The choir re-started after the Christmas season and progress continues to
be made following the long break last year. We are delighted to welcome
Margaret Patience who has joined us as accompanist.
As always, I would welcome new members, particularly in the bass and
contralto sections where there are vacancies. Choir practices are very informal and often full of fun. We enjoy singing together. The health benefits, I believe, are excellent!
Please join us if you can – Wednesdays, 7-30, in the church at Symington.
Gaynor Russell, Choir Mistress

COMING SOON………..IN SERVICE….PALM SUNDAY….
As this issue of FOCUS goes to press we are beginning team planning for two events:
With our Sunday School leaders, planning our PALM SUNDAY event at Cairngryffe Church on 25th
March at 11am. With our volunteers for the IN-SERVICE DAY CLUB, planning for the Club event on
Tuesday 2nd May from 9am to 3pm in Symington Church Hall.
If you are interested in being a part of these teams, please do speak to George
or to your Session Clerk, or someone you know who already volunteers.

FROM OUR KIRK TREASURERS
CAIRNGRYFFE. The Annual Accounts for 2017 are currently with the
Auditor, but the provisional figures are :Income 2017
Offerings
Tax Back
Tea Committee
Donations
Weddings / Funerals

Calendars (net)

Sub Total
General Trustees
121 George Street
TOT INCOME

Expenditure 2017
£17,743

Ministry & Mission

£12,509

£4,635
£606
£524
£600
£180

Minister’s Travel
Salaries
Joint Cong Costs
Presbytery Dues
Fabric Repairs

£969
£2,705
£1,675
£477
£5,535

£24,288
£8,125
£32,413

Insurance
Scottish Power
Sub Total

£2,238
£2,232
£28,340

TOTAL EXPEND
Net Surplus

£28,340
£4,073

Linzi Struthers, Treasurer
SYMINGTON—January to December 2017
Income 2017
Standing Orders
Plate Offerings
Weekly envelopes
Tax Back 2016

£3,304
£6,077

Expenditure 2017
Ministry & Mission
Presbytery Dues &
Minister’s Travel
Other Staff Costs
Joint Cong Exps

Other Offerings

£2,322

Heat & Light

£1,490

General Trustees CFF

£2,852

Fabric Maintenance

£3,349

Community Grant –
Church path repair

£1,589

Church path repair

£1,589

Insurance Church &
Manse
Outreach Project –
local primary schools

£1,488

TOTAL INCOME

£2,830
£19,681

£38,655
£

Other Costs
TOTAL EXPEND
Net Surplus

£19,825
£1,483
£6,044
£1,799

£736
£601
£38,404
£251

J Eric Carlyle, Treasurer
Annual Accounts will be presented to all members in late February/ March

PRESBYTERY REPORT
At the December and February meetings of Presbytery the following were
discussed and agreed:That all congregations should publicise and hold a retiring offering on the
first Sunday of March each year to provide financial support to recognised
candidates, in active study, for Ministry of Word and Sacrament and the
Diaconate within the Presbytery.
That Presbytery should take a stall at next year’s Heart and Soul event in
Edinburgh with Presbytery to pay the costs for the hire of the tent and urge
all congregations to send two representatives to a planning meeting in
Greyfriars Church on Thursday 15th February at 7:30pm.

Note that for an initial period of six months, from the 1 January 2018, Mr
Bill Love has been appointed as Locum in the vacancy at Douglas Valley.
Agree that the congregations to be reviewed under the Local Church Review Process in 2018 are Cairngryffe, Carstairs, Carnwath, Libberton &
Quothquan and Symington.
The Presbytery of Lanark has appointed Rev Dr John McCulloch as a new
Mission Partner for the Presbytery. John, his wife and children are going to
Israel/Palestine where John will be minister of St. Andrew’s, Jerusalem.
The Presbytery of Lanark has strong links with this person and place. Dr
McCulloch is a former pupil of Lesmahagow High School and therefore
feels links with our Presbytery, and his home Presbytery of Argyll would be
beneficial in his work, and to our congregations.
A Structural Review of Presbytery has taken place and the following
committees of Presbytery with appropriate remits and delegated powers
have been formed.
Worship and Discipleship Committee. Remit - in consultation with congregations, will seek to investigate, develop and resource the worship
life and opportunities for faith development across the Presbytery.
Relationships and Context Committee. Remit - in consultation with
congregations, will seek to investigate, develop and resource the missional life of congregations within the diverse communities that exist
across the Presbytery, and across the world.
Presbytery Support Committee. Remit - provide support for ministers
as well as the congregations across the Presbytery in relation to local
church reviews, vacancy process and safeguarding and in collaboration with appropriate office bearers, and other committees where necessary, provide support to Presbytery in the areas of property, finance
and planning and, in consultation with the Clerks, would propose the
agenda for the forthcoming Presbytery meeting.

The Rev Paul G R Grant, was inducted to the charge of Law Parish Church
on the Basis of a five year Reviewable Charge, on the 16th January.

Those members of congregations who had completed the Presbytery’s
Leading Worship Course were awarded their certificates at the February
meeting.
Robert Carson (Presbytery Elder Symington Kirk)

THE CHURCH IN THE COMMUNITY .

More examples of the church finding new ways to engage .
In 2015, the Church of Scotland provided funding for 5 new ministries (funded for five
years) which were not based on the traditional Parish model, but would reach out into
‘different sub-cultures and networks as well as geographical areas’, reflecting the way
contemporary culture has been developing. Here is some information about these posts.
MINISTER FOR THE FARMING COMMUNITY. A cluster of 8 rural Parishes in Ayr Presbytery
are linked into a new Minister who works out of Ayr livestock Mart. Rev. Chris Blackshaw
makes connections across local farming families, NFU reps, Young farmers, vets, estate
workers, and medical staff – representing the care and support of the Church. He says,
“Modern Day farming is stressful, and there are many issues faced by farmers which take
a serious toll on farmers’ health, businesses and family life.”
MINISTER DEDICATED TO THE VISUAL ARTS COMMUNITY. Rev. Peter Gardiner works within
the visual arts community in Glasgow ‘to listen to artists, accompany them and offer
pastoral care.’
COMMUNITY MINISTER in Ferguslie, Paisley. Rev. Stuart Davidson has taken up post in a
community ministry position ‘in an attempt to connect everyday life in the community and
Christian faith.’
PIONEER MINISTER in Hopefield, a new and expanding area of housing in Midlothian. Rev.
Elizabeth Spence is described locally as ‘the minister with hope and faith, but no church’,
‘building from the bottom up’, aa she seeks to establish new models of ‘church’.
A PIONEER MINISTRY amongst Students at Stirling University.
SANCTUARY FIRST. In partnership with Falkirk Presbytery and the Pioneer Ministry Fund,
a former Moderator of the General Assembly, Rev. Albert Bogle, is developing SANCTUARY FIRST, which he describes as ‘an authentic caring online worshipping community.’
If you are interested in hearing more about the ‘Farming Minister’, a small group
visit from Lanark Presbytery is planned for the morning of Tuesday 24th April to Ayr
Mart to meet with Rev. Chris and others. The visit is to learn about his work and his
future plans for linking into the local farming community. If you’d like to come, contact
Rev. George, who is organising transport.

THE CHURCH in the WORLD
Rev. John McCulloch spoke at a recent meeting of Lanark
Presbytery about taking up his post in Jerusalem in March
this year as Minister of St. Andrew’s Scots Memorial
Church, and joining the Church of Scotland Holy Land team.
John is a former lecturer in Hispanic Studies at Glasgow
John McCulloch
University, and has recently completed his theological training. John will return to Scotland every two years on ‘Deputation’, and
during that time will focus for 10 days on work within Lanark Presbytery.
He will be available to book for Sunday worship, for schools, for Guild meetings. He will also produce a regular Mission Partner letter, and write a blog,
which we will highlight in due course.

John started his talk by asking what should be the role of our Church
within an area of such long-term and apparently intractable conflict. In
fact, the very presence of our church in Jerusalem originates in conflict—as a Memorial to the Scottish soldiers who lost their lives in the
Middle East during the First World War. With war and conflict all
around, how do we as representatives of the Christian Church, find our
place in the midst.
John spoke of the example of the Nassar family,
a Christian family who for over a hundred years
have farmed a hillside in what is now the West
Bank, and which has for the last 25 or so years
had to deal with being encircled by the growing
Gush Etzion settlement, South of Jerusalem.
They have had to fight many costly court cases
Daoud Nassar
to establish their legal right to their property,
have had to deal with settler violence, destruction of trees, and the
blocking of access to their property. Through the years their property
has come to be known as ‘The Tent of Nations’, and in the summer
many international young volunteers help out with the farm work.
Daoud Nassar is the family member in
charge and one of the first things he shows
visitors is the message at the farm entrance –
‘We refuse to be enemies’. Despite all the
anger and
aggression shown towards
them, their response is non-violent—‘we refuse to be enemies.’
John then spoke about the power of this non-violence approach within
the context of conflict.

In one of his sermons at St. Andrew’s Church, Jerusalem during his
summer student placement in 2015, John quoted from the work of JOHN
DEAR, a Jesuit Priest and non-violence activist who, in 2005, wrote ‘The
God of Peace: Toward a Theology of Nonviolence.
“Though ancient scriptures and texts portray God as violent, the life of
Jesus reveals that God is nonviolent. Jesus teaches us that God does
not use violence; rather, God uses active love and truth to resolve
conflict and save humanity. For many, then, God is not all-powerful,
as Aquinas writes long ago, that is, if power is understood as violent
force. Instead, God is powerless. Like the poor of the earth, God is
the power of nonviolence, the ‘powerless power’ that refrains from
violence but insists on truth and justice through love. God does not
use the ‘power’ of violence to change our hearts, to end systemic
injustice and world poverty. Instead, God sides with the poor, touches
our hearts, and invites us to become God’s instruments of active nonviolence to transform the world into God’s reign of justice and peace.”
We will hopefully have many opportunities to hear from Rev. John
McCulloch as he and his family settle in Jerusalem and he shares his
experience with others. And in two years time, we will be able to welcome
him to an event in , or near, our churches.
This Prayer is adapted from the World Mission Council magazine
WM – issue 82 of January 2018. You might like to pray this now as
you think for a little while about the journey of John McCulloch and
family as they prepare for the experience which will shape the next
five years of their lives.

Ever present God of light. We thank you for the
new hope you bring to our lives this time of year.
Though the people and situations that surround
us are ever changing, we know that your love is
constant. We pray for your spirit to guide us all in
your vision for our lives, our community, our
world, and for John and his family and all who
serve your church in the Holy Land, and ask that
you keep our footsteps firm on the ground, ever
strong and faithful. Amen

Prayer Page

This year we have been following the Gospel of John.
In John’s Gospel we are given a powerful image—
of Jesus washing his disciples feet.
A challenging image of the face of God’s love.

MEDITATION:
Jesus, by washing the disciples’ feet, is saying something about the
distinction so common in humanity and throughout the history of humanity
between master and slave, between those in power and the powerless,
between superiors and inferiors.
In many cultures, slaves did all the
really difficult, strenuous, hard manual
labour, and were forced to work
horribly long hours.
They were the ones who built the
pyramids and the palaces of the
emperors.
They were the ones on whose
shoulders industrial societies
depended, as they worked in
inhuman conditions and for a
pittance.
Then, as now, immigrants in Europe
did the work that others refused,
just as factory workers in the South
provide designer-label products
for consumers in the North.

PRAYER:
Lord Jesus, you put a face to love.
It is your face.
But it is my face too.
It is the face of the neighbour
and the face of the stranger….
We give thanks for those who,
on our behalf, care for those
aspects of our human existence
we would rather forget.
We pray to be like you, and them,
in generosity and grace. Amen
Kathy Galloway

Jesus came to make things new.
For Jesus, each person is precious,
each one is loved by God,
each is called to become
the ‘home’ of God;
each has a gift to bring to others,
each one should be deeply respected.

FLOWER LISTS
SUNDAY

CAIRNGRYFFE

SYMINGTON

18th Feb 2018
25th Feb 2018
4th Mar 2018

Kris Todd
Rosemary Whitefield
Maureen Bannatyne
(Communion)
Margaret Bulloch
Annie Callan
Margaret Smith
Joint L & Q
Barbara Miller
Cathryn Forrest
Elizabeth Warnock
Liz Hiddleston
Sheena Somerville
Isobel McClymont
Margaret Clarkston
Carole Gardiner
Rosemary Whitefield
(Communion)

Sheena Carlisle
Etta Prentice
Flower Fund

11th Mar 2018
18th Mar 2018
25th Mar 2018
1st April 2018
8th April 2018
15th April 2018
22nd April 2018
29th April 2018
6th May 2018
13th May 2018
20th May 2018
27th May 2018
3rd June 2018

Ella Hodge
Marlyn Masterton
Joint Cairngryffe
Joint L & Q
Isobel Grierson
Nancy Overend
Margaret McGregor
Judith Stubbs
Flower Fund
May Lindsay
Anne Hill
Jean McCurrach
Nan Warwick

YOUR FOCUS MAGAZINE BY EMAIL.

Printed copies of our FOCUS magazine are distributed to members of
the Tinto congregations, to some shops, and community organisations.
If you don’t receive it regularly, or missed getting a copy, you can
subscribe at no cost to FOCUS by email. Similarly, if you receive a
paper copy but would prefer an electronic copy, simply contact Rev.
George Shand on:
George.Shand@churchofscotland.org.uk .
(It is just as easy to unsubscribe)

I would like to express grateful thanks to everyone who
contributed material for this edition of Focus.

Jean Vanier, L’Arche Community, France

Prayer Promoters
Symington Parish Church –
Heather Davidson
Cairngryffe Parish Church –
Liz Hiddleston
Libberton & Quothquan Parish Church - Lilias Nicholls

Tel 01899 309126
Tel 01899 221664
Tel 01555 840572

The summer edition of FOCUS will be issued mid-May 2018.
Contributions from church groups and organisations, covering the period from June to
August 2018 should be sent to the editor by:
Sunday 6th May 2018—at the latest.
I can be reached at: Charlie Todd, 63, Station Road, Thankerton, ML12 6NZ,
Tel 01899 308327, or by email on kandctodd@gmail.com

Local Organisations
SYMINGTON GUILD

The first meeting of the new year was held on 25 January when a very
enthusiastic Wendy Johnstone talked about the work carried on by herself
and the team at Wiston Lodge.

PUZZLE PAGE -

B o o k s o f t h e B i b l e W o r d S e a rc h
O L D T E S T A M E NT A N D N EW T E S T A M E N T

The next meeting will be on Thursday 22 February when Alison Rodger
and Martha Cowan will give a talk about ‘Coping with Depresssion’.
At the March meeting we will have a speaker from the RNLI.
We extend a warm welcome to anyone who would like to come along to
any of the Guild meetings. Meetings are on a Thursday evening in the
church hall at 7.30pm.

Contact Helen Anderson 308598 or Martha Cowan 308657
CAIRNGRYFFE GUILD
Unfortunately the bad weather caused the postponement of the February
meeting. Rev. George Lind, a trustee of the Feed the Minds charity was to
speak about the project “Breaking the cycle of FGM (Female Genital
Mutilation) which the Guild supports.
At the next meeting, on 14th March, Jill McQuigg will talk about the
Community projects supported by Tesco.
The last meeting will be the Guild dinner in April.
Further information is available from Elizabeth Forbes on 01555
880353

CAIRNGRYFFE EVERYOUNG CLUB
Meetings are held fortnightly on Thursdays in Thankerton Village Hall at
2.00pm. and all who are young at heart are welcome!
The programme for the rest of the spring meetings is: 22nd Feb – Angus Milner-Brown (Covington) – On the road in Scotland
- The life of an Art and Antiques Valuer.
8th Mar – Steve Martin (Chef at Carmichael Bistro – n.b. we meet there)
– Of Cabbages and Kings
22nd Mar – Liz Hiddleston (Biggar) – Three go to India
12th April—Christine Warren (Carluke)
26th April—Cavin Catto (Covington)
For more information contact:
Secretary, Charlie Todd on 01899 308327

1 Chronicles
1 Corinthians
1 John
1Kings
1 Peter
1 Samuel
1 Thessalonians
1 Timothy
2 Chronicles
2 Corinthians
2 John
2 Kings
2 Peter
2 Samuel

2 Thessalonians
2 Timothy
3 John
Acts
Amos
Colossians
Daniel
Deuteronomy
Ecclesiastes
Ephesians
Esther
Exodus
Ezekiel
Ezra

Galatians
Genesis
Habakkuk
Haggai
Hebrews
Hosea
Isaiah
James
Jeremiah
Job
Joel
John
Jonah
Joshua

Jude
Judges
Lamentations
Leviticus
Luke
Malachi
Mark
Matthew
Micah
Nahum
Nehemiah
Numbers
Obadiah
Philemon

Philippians
Proverbs
Psalms
Revelation
Romans
Ruth
Song of Solomon
Titus
Zechariah
Zephaniah

TINTO PARISHES CONGREGATIONAL CONSULTATION

AN IMPORTANT MESSAGE
Thank you for taking the time to complete this survey.
It will always remain anonymous.

Every five years congregations in Church of Scotland Parishes undertake, with
the assistance of Presbytery, what is now called a ‘Local Church review’.

The people who will see all the responses and will analyse them will be
‘Catch the Light’. The minister or office bearers will only see the combined
results.

Long-standing office-bearers will remember this process as an ‘inspection’ by
Presbytery – previously, it was called a Quinquennial . But now it is an opportunity for congregations to think about their life and mission, and the role of
Presbytery is to assist us in this.

After completing, remove from FOCUS and return it to:

2018 is the year for the Tinto Parishes to undertake its review, and Presbytery
has appointed some representatives from other churches to assist us, and also
an organisation called ‘Catch the Light’ to help us with Consultation and
planning.
The Local Church Review process involves:

THE CHURCH. There will be boxes available at the church from Sunday 4th
March until Sunday 25th March.
AT OTHER TINTO PARISHES CHURCHES until Sunday 25th March.
YOUR ELDER. If you are unable to attend church, ask your elder if they
could collect, or
A NEIGHBOUR OR FRIEND. If you know someone who attends church,
they can take it on your behalf. If you are at all concerned about
them seeing your response, please just stick it in a sealed envelope with ‘SURVEY on the front.
BY POST. If you send it to Rev. George Shand, CONGREGATION SURVEY,
16 Abington Road, Symington ML12 6JX, George will pass it on
unopened to ‘Catch the Light’.
THANK YOU

CONSULTATION. This will be with both congregation and with parts of the community. Soon we will have a consultation with young people of secondary
school age, to explore relevant ways of working with them, later there will
be consultations within our community, and now, here, we start with a
Congregational Survey.
A GATHERING, where together congregation members can first hear the outcomes of the survey and discuss priorities more deeply
PLANNING. An event for Office bearers and others, to begin to put flesh on our
congregational and mission priorities.
Here is your opportunity to help with the review, by sharing your thoughts and
opinions with us – anonymously.
We do hope you will respond, and tell us what you think is important in the life
of our church in our community, and where you think the church could be active. Nothing you say will go to waste, because it educates all of us who are involved in the planning, and,

If as a result of thinking about the life and witness of your church
and your place within it, you want to speak to me, please just contact me
on 01899 309400 and I will be happy to make an arrangement to meet up with you.
Rev. George
THANK YOU FOR TAKING THE TIME TO COMPLETE THIS SURVEY.
IT IS VERY MUCH APPRECIATED

I would encourage you, please, to respond to this survey
as soon as you have the time.
THANK YOU. Rev. George

