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FOCUS 

              The church in the community 

Welcome to FOCUS Online, which we aim to bring to you regularly. 

This past week has brought phenomenal change to every one of us.  When I ordered the Real Easter Eggs 
away back on 8th March, hoping they would arrive in time to distribute this Sunday, it certainly never        

occurred to me that we would be unable to worship together in our Churches.  But this is how it now is, and 
for the foreseeable future.  But let’s not say, “The Church is Closed.”  Just have a look at Rev. Alison  

Britchfield’s poem below.    

In this time of difficulty and confusion, let’s not forget that we are a people of HOPE.   

We may have been mentally churned about by the 

utter strangeness of this sudden ‘isolation’ or      

frightened by the perceived threat this virus brings.  
We may find we are quite ‘distracted’, exhausted, 

confused – that it isn’t easy to concentrate; there 

seems to be so much information to take account of; 

and who knows what the next announcement will 
bring.  But still, we have our vision of ‘God’s      

goodness at the heart of humanity, planted more 

deeply than all that is wrong’ to build on.  And       

already we hear voices saying, ‘we must learn from 
this’ and change the way we relate. And other voices 

reminding us to value the little things – the treasures. 

In this time of difficulty and confusion, let’s not forget we are a community of COMPASSION. 

So much of what we have done in the past has    

involved coming together, in worship, for meetings, 

for fellowship.  And now, even in self-isolation we 

are finding ways to reach out in care of each other.   

This ‘FOCUS Online’ newsletter is just one way we 
can recapture some of our sense of community.   

Our Kirk Sessions hope, while isolation continues to 

be in force, you will see it as a vehicle for sharing 

information, both practical and spiritual, that will help 
us maintain a sense of ‘community’.  

God bless you all in these difficult times.   

And remember, we are here for each other, and  
support is only a telephone call away. 

Peace be with you 

Rev. George  01899 309400 

VALUING THE SMALL TREASURES 

"We need to rediscover the concreteness of small things, 
the small acts of kindness shown to those who are close to 
us, family, friends. We need to realize that our treasure lies 
in small things. There are tiny gestures that sometimes get 
lost in the routine of everyday life, gestures of tenderness, 
affection, compassion, that are nevertheless decisive,   
important…….familiar, attentive gestures regarding      
everyday details that make life meaningful, and create 
communion and communication amongst us."  

Pope Francis, interview with La Repubblica 18th March. 

 

CHRIST’S CHURCH IS NOT CLOSED 
Christ’s Church is not closed! 

The doors may be shut and locked,  
  the lights out in the building up the street 
  but the Church isn’t closed. 

We may be told to stay at home, self isolate, 
  we may be ill or too frail to come, 
  we may be disillusioned with the institution,  
  or with God 
  but the Church isn’t closed 

The Church cannot close because it is not a building. 
  The church is YOU, and me, and every child of God 
  who feels the tug of His love and senses His presence, 
  even in the darkness, even in loneliness, 
  even in fear or sorrow. 

The Church is open, though the building is closed. 
 It’ll stay open as long as His children stay open to God, 
  and seek his presence wherever they may be. 

       This day Christ says to you, 
       “I am with you always”. 

So take this moment to enjoy his companionship, 
  to be still, to give thanks and to hand over your cares 
  and know you do so in company with God’s family, 
  not only in our building but all over the world. 

Rev. Alison Britchfield of Tillicoutry Parish Church   

 

TWENTY SECONDS—SONG FOR THE WEEK 
We are advised to wash our hands with soap for at least 20     
seconds— which we do.  But we have all grown tired of ‘Happy 
Birthday’.  This week let’s enjoy the first verse of HYMN 722, by 
Helen Kennedy, to the lovely tune ‘Leaving of Lismore’ 
 

Spirit of God come dwell within me 

Open my heart, oh, come set me free 

Fill me with love for Jesus, my Lord, 

Come fill me with living water. 

For a reminder of the tune, you can click this link:  https://music.churchofscotland.org.uk/search?keywords=722 

https://music.churchofscotland.org.uk/search?keywords=722


LIGHT A CANDLE OF HOPE IN THE WINDOW. 

In his blog, Rev. Peter Millar makes these comments: 

“In many countries and cultures, local communities 

place a lighted candle in the windows of their homes 

in times of trouble, fear or sorrow.  Each one of us 
(many in self isolation around the world) can offer a 

candle of hope in our own way as we face up to     

viruses and other massive global problems.  I am self-
isolated here in Edinburgh, yet we are all strongly 

connected in our hearts: in our faith and doubts: in our 

fears and hopes: in our concerns about others.  Even 

if far apart, we walk together on the good earth in rain 
or shine.”   

A PRAYER FOR SUNDAY EVENING: 

God of ancient calm, let your peace still us 

And your light illumine us. 

God of the flowing rivers,  

may we discover anew your flowing spirit. 

God of the lonely plains,  

touch these empty places within us 

Where we are vulnerable enough to meet you 

And where we discover a new understanding  

Of ourselves and the world.      Rev. Peter Millar 2020 

SCAN ALERT NETWORK 

We have been asked to keep you aware that scammers are 
trying to cash in on the Coronavirus outbreak. 

Emails or text messages stating you are due a payment from 
the Government due to the outbreak is a SCAM. Do not open 
it or click on any links! 

The British Red Cross do not carry out Coronavirus tests, this is 
scammers going around doors looking for vulnerable people 
to scam. 

As more people are spending time at home, doorstep scams 
will be rife looking for victims. NEVER do business with anyone 
your don’t know who chaps your door. 

YOU CAN’T CANCEL SPRING 

A gentle and deep 90 second meditation for 

you to watch.  From Rev. Graham  Beekee, 

minister of Cameron and St. Leonards Church, 

St. Andrew’s, Fife. 
https://www.facebook.com/Miriamclarkabc/

videos/2773415002736189/?t=2 

You can also find it on the Tinto Parishes Facebook page. 

SCRIPTURE READING FOR THIS SUNDAY:   

Gospel of John 9:1-41:  Healing a blind man 

This is another encounter with Jesus to explore on our 
journey through LENT – the healing of a blind man that 
is associated with the ‘I AM’ sayings of Jesus.  For us, 
the joy of sight returned teaches that Jesus is ‘the light 
of the world’. 

It is a complex story, the first five verses introduce, the 
next two verses describe the healing, and the remaining 
35 verses explore the implications of the healing. 

“The only way people can approach the light of God shown in 
the person of Jesus is acknowledging their own blindness. 
Approaching Jesus pretending to know (as with Nicodemus) 
or to see (as with the Pharisees today) amounts to spiritual 
blindness.  This chapter, but also the Gospel in general,    
exemplifies the movement from unbelief to belief.   

With his declaration in verse 38, “Lord, I believe,” the man  
demonstrates the kind of faith that is required for salvation.”  

From commentary of Professor Osvaldo Vena  

Last week in church we examined the encounter of  
Jesus with the Samarian woman at the well—an outcast 
within her community, but she could engage with Jesus 
at a deeper level, listen, and understand ‘living water’. 

Often it is the structures of thinking that we cling to that 
blind us to the revelation of truth in the now of life.  We 
just can’t let ourselves become stuck people – because 
then we lose touch with the light.   

THE TINTO PARISHES are Cairngryffe , Libberton & Quothquan, and Symington Churches—all part of the Church of Scotland.   

If you would like to speak to the Minister for any reason, or subscribe or unsubscribe to this newsletter, please contact  

Rev George Shand on 01899 309400 or on George.Shand@churchofscotland.org.uk  

 

All the major UK churches are combining to   
support this initiative—lighting a candle in the 
windows of our homes at 7pm as a visible symbol 
of the light of life, Jesus Christ, our source and 
hope in prayer.  The organisers say, 

“We have the great privilege and freedom to be 
able to call upon God, wherever we are,          
individually or corporately, for healing in our     
nation. 

“We would pray for all in leadership at this time, 
making decisions about the containment of the 
Covid-19 virus, and for those working in health 
and social care, and especially for the most     
vulnerable, whether elderly or those with underly-
ing health conditions.” 

There are already stories being told of wonderful 
acts of kindness across neighbourhoods.  May 
we all seek to be sensitive to the needs of each 
other.  We may not be able to touch physically, 
but we can make connections in other ways. 

https://www.facebook.com/Miriamclarkabc/videos/2773415002736189/?t=2
https://www.facebook.com/Miriamclarkabc/videos/2773415002736189/?t=2

