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MINISTER’S LETTER. 

Recently on my Facebook page, a photograph I 
had posted seven years ago of the Falls of the 
Clyde was highlighted. It was of the Falls at their 
most impressive in winter, and I had taken it 
when Margaret and I visited in January 2014.  
That was in our first week here at Abington 
Road, at a time when I was completely unfamiliar 
with the Tinto Parishes area.   

I had previously known about New Lanark for 
many years and visited the Falls often, and I 
knew about Biggar ice cream and the road to 
Moffat, but nothing at all about what lay in       
between.  The hidden treasure!   

It has been a remarkable seven years of getting 
to know the beauty that God has placed here in 
Clydesdale—the countryside and the people—
and the phot was a reminder of those early days 
when an evening visit to a home in a parish 
could mean negotiating my way up a narrow 
farm road in the pitch dark, only to find folks 
were waiting for me at the farm next door!  

I am in reflective mode I suppose because last 
week I let all the Session Clerks and elders in 
our three churches know that I plan to retire at 
the end of July.   

Now, through this e-FOCUS, I am able to speak 
directly to you all, and hopefully in the Easter 
season to the whole church through a more   
regular printed FOCUS.  

Margaret and I will be moving to Kelso, and are 
now in the process of buying a house.  It should 
be completed some time in May, so we should 
have plenty time for all the organizational things 

necessary –    including the  inevitable 
downsizing required to fit us into a 
smaller space. 

My leaving in July will, of course,     
initiate a time of change and              
re-evaluation in our church           
community.   In previous decades and 
more stable times, we might have   
expected everything to remain the 

same, except for a change in minister.    

However, today’s world is a bit more complex for 
all parish churches—constantly reducing      
membership, less ministers available, rising costs, 
the longer term impact of the  pandemic, and  
radical change in broader church structures.  And 
so I wanted to give as long a period of notice as I 
could. 

There are many things I have learnt about our  
church community since that first week, seven 
years ago.  Three things come immediately to 
mind. 

YOUR PARTNERSHIP ETHOS. Tinto Parishes 
bring together three church communities of     
different ‘personalities’ who work very well to-
gether, who support each other, and who         
understand our need of the other.  It has been a 
real pleasure for me to be a part of a linkage 
which works so strongly in support of each other.   

YOUR RESILIENCE.  Tinto Parishes is already, 
through strong Congregational Worship Groups, 
beginning to model aspects of the church of the 
future.    

And YOUR TRUST.  I am sure the grounding of 
your partnership working and resilience is your 
faith and trust in your God, and will guide you in 
the journey ahead. 

I will still be here and active and fully committed 
to ministry with you until the end of July.   

It continues to be a privilege to serve you as your 
friend and Minister.     God bless you all.   

  George 

Two trees down outside Symington Church.  
Thankfully there doesn't appear to be any damage to 
the church cemetery walls or to other trees.  

23rd February.  

28th February 2021 



 

HOLY WEEK AND EASTER 
On Tuesday 23rd February our First Minister announced in the Scottish Parliament the Government’s 

plans to take us out of Lockdown.  During the presentation she mentioned a possible date for reopening 

of communal worship as Monday 5th April, although she said they would try to take account of specific 

religious festival dates like Passover and Easter.   Easter Sunday is, as you will know, Sunday 4th April.    

That means we still don’t know if there will be any opportunity to worship in church on Easter Sunday.  At 

the moment it is only Symington Parish Church who have sought and been given permission to open—

and have been open until this recent Lockdown.  However, our other two churches will be meeting in  

early March and will also consider, as they do at every meeting, ’is this the time to reopen?’ 

We will have to watch, and wait, and evaluate the possibilities as the situation develops.  Which means we 

can now only plan for online-worship.     But please do ‘watch this space’ for more information!  

  

Draft Holy Week and Easter Worship Timetable. 

   Palm Sunday      Sunday March 28th 

       at 11.15am ONLINE 

 

       Holy Wednesday 31st March—at 7.00pm— 

          30 minutes reflective worship—ONLINE 

    Maundy Thursday 1st April—at 7.00pm— 

        40 minutes Reflective worship including   

      the sacrament of Holy Communion—ONLINE 

               Good Friday  2nd April—at 7.00pm— 

        30 minutes reflective worship—ONLINE 

 

Easter Sunday   Sunday 4th April— 

                  at 11.15am—ONLINE 

 

HOW TO ACCESS RECORDINGS OF OUR WORSHIP. 

If you have internet access you will find    
recordings of our Sunday online worship   

on the Symington Church website. 

www.symingtonkirk.com   

If you have a smart-TV (one that can down-
load Netflix or BBCi), you should also be 
able to see our recorded service on your 
TV.  Look for the ‘Web-browser’ and then 

input the Symington Church address above. 

TO HEAR OUR SUNDAY SERVICE ON YOUR TELEPHONE 

If you phone this local number 
01899 205410 you will hear an audio  
version of the latest Sunday service.  

Usually updated early in the week.   

The introduction will tell you the date of the 
service. 

01899 205410   

http://www.symingtonkirk.com


Presbytery continues to meet virtually via ZOOM. 

At the December meeting the call to Rev Summit 
Harrison to the charge of Carnwath & Carstairs was 
approved and the induction took place on 16th     
December in Greyfriars Church with Presbytery and 
the congregations taking part on-line. 

All church buildings are to be revalued for           
insurance purposes, this being paid for from a    
combination of central funds and the Variance Fund. 

Much of Presbytery’s time recently has been       
focussed on Presbytery reform.  On 13th January 
Lanark Presbytery and congregational representa-
tives met in Conference session with Hamilton    
Presbytery and congregational representatives.  
Presentations were given by Rev Dr Doug Gay, on 
change and structural change, including what a new 
Presbytery might look like, and Rev Alec           
Shuttleworth, Convener of the Fife Presbytery  
Transition Group, on how their new Presbytery were 
building a structure around relationship and        
mission. The conference broke into discussion 

groups after each presentation.  The vast majority of 
members were very encouraged by this conference 
and the emphasis on Presbytery being a supportive 
body. 

Much of the February meeting was taken up with 
discussing the proposals for the union with Hamilton 
Presbytery, that being agreed in principle, with the 
working name of the new Presbytery proposed as 
‘Lanarkshire Presbytery’.  A Joint Presbytery      
Transition Group has been set up and instructed to 
form the short-life working groups needed to      
oversee the new Presbytery formation, including the 
work of negotiating with neighbouring Presbyteries 
regarding which other congregations might be   
transferred to the new Presbytery.  Membership of 
these groups to be drawn from individuals with the 
right skills, preferably with a connection to the     
congregations of the existing Presbyteries.  It is 
hoped that agreed proposals can be presented for 
approval to the 2021 General Assembly with the new 
Presbytery being formed on 1st January 2022. 

Jim Watt (Presbytery Elder for Cairngryffe Kirk) 

 

Income 2020   Expenditure2020   

Standing Orders £11,710 Ministry & Mission £12,979 

Weekly envelope £313 Minister’s Travel £441 

Plate Offerings £579 Salaries £3,684 

Gift Aid 2019 £4,121 Joint Cong Costs £2,002 

Tea Committee £143 Presbytery Dues £268 

Donations £250 Heat & Light £265 

Interest & Invest 

Income 

£167 Printing & Stat £155 

    Insurance £787 

    Donations £1,000 

    Miscellaneous £400 

Sub Total £17,283 Sub Total £21,981 

General   Fabric Repairs £181 

Trustees (CFF) £3,093 Insurance £1,191 

    Scottish Power £1,721 

TOT INCOME £20,376 TOTAL EXPEND £25,074 

Net Deficit £4,698     
 

INCOME £   EXPENDITURE £ 

Plate offering 970 Ministry & Mission 21,061 

Weekly envelopes 1,676 Presbytery dues & 
Minister's travel 

795 

Standing orders 18,305 Staffing costs 1,832 

Other offerings/
donations/income 

1,259 Heating & lighting 1,425 

Funds from  
General Trustees 

3,352 Fabric maintenance 2,830 

Gift Aid refund 
2019 

5,938 Insurance church & 
manse 

1,433 

Legacy 2,000 Joint congregation-
al expenses 

1,905 

    Charity payments 125 

    Other costs 122 

TOTAL INCOME 33,500 TOTAL EXPEND 31,528 

Excess of Income 
over Expenditure 

1,972     

CAIRNGRYFFE PARISH CHURCH 

The Annual Accounts for 2020 are currently with the  
Auditor, but the provisional figures are :- 

Linzi Struthers, Treasurer 
SYMINGTON PARISH CHURCH 

 

January to December 2020 
J Eric Carlyle, Treasurer  15/02/21 

FROM OUR KIRK TREASURERS 

PRESBYTERY REPORT  



NEWS FROM OUR PARISHES 

WORSHIP.  Mainland Scotland went into Lockdown on Boxing Day, so none of our churches have yet 
been able to hold in-person Sunday worship this year.   

In 2020, Symington Church sought permission from Presbytery to re-open in early October, under Covid 
measures, and despite the social distancing restrictions which radically reduced the seating available, the 
wearing of masks, and the absence of singing, this proved to be a success.  Numbers attending remained 
close to the maximum allowed, and near Christmas a pre-booking arrangement became necessary.         
Many of the people attending were unable to access the online worship, so it was seen as a very positive 
development.  The processes for cleaning were rigorous and provided a very safe     environment for eve-
ryone.  All those who worked so hard to bring this about, and to maintain it for over three months, deserve 
our thanks for their commitment to their church and the benefit of their congregation. 

Cairngryffe, and Libberton & Quothquan Churches continued to discuss at every one of their Kirk Session 
meetings ‘is this the time to re-open?’, and agreed that in their particular circumstances it was best to   
remain closed and await a more positive time. 

In the meantime our property convenors have been carrying out regular inspections of our church     
buildings to ensure they continue to be maintained to their usual high standards, and will be ready to    
reopen        when the time comes (our thanks to Charlie, David and Douglas for all their efforts).   

We have made some progress forward with our online worship, which is now part pre-recorded, and is 
also available on the Symington Church website, and an audio only version on our telephone line 01899 
309400.  We trialed putting recordings up on the website over Advent 2020 when we had a weekly   
Christmas Carol sing-along, and this proved to be very popular, and worth continuing. 

Mary McLellan.   
At the end of 2020 Mary retired from her post as Session Clerk. 

Mary has devoted many years of service to our church. I first met Mary and her husband Jack when we 
served on the first Cairngryffe Vacancy Committee.  The three of us were ordained as Elders on the 24th of 
March 1996. Mary became Depute Session Clerk in 2006 and took over as Session Clerk in 2016. 

Mary has used her skills to modernize our way of working as a Session and how our records are kept.  She 
has also been Flower Convener for most of the last 25 years, ensuring that the church was decorated each 
Sunday and for special occasions like Christmas, Easter and Harvest. 

Mary deserves a big thank you for all the work she has done for our church over many years and we wish 
her well in her retirement. 

Our Church. 
Over the past year although we have not been able to attend our “normal” traditional in church     Sunday 
Services, the in-the-background work of the church has continued. The building has been regularly heated, 
inspected and any necessary maintenance and repairs carried out. We are grateful to those who have loy-
ally and diligently attended to these matters and kept our sanctuary in good   order for when we are able to 
return to using the church building regularly. 

I would also like to thank our members for continuing to support the ongoing work of the church through 
this difficult period. 

Rosmairi Galloway, Session Clerk. 

FUNERALS. 

Over these Covid months we have had to find new ways to express our sorrow and grief at the death of 
friends and people we knew well within our communities.  Actual funeral groups have been limited to no 
more than 20, and reserved therefore for close family and possibly special friends.  So the community has 
come out onto the streets to applaud in respect as the funeral cortege passes.  

The following are the names of those people from our church and community whose funerals, sadly, we 
have recorded since October last year.   

We remember and give thanks for all their lives, and our thoughts and prayers remain with their families, 
and for all who grieve at this time. 



 

 

FUNERALS 
Symington Church     October 2020  Rab Dunlop 
    November 2020  Jane Murdoch 
        Jock Duthie 
    January 2021  Sandy Turpie 
    February 2021  Margaret Dunlop   
        Annie Gilchrist     
        Frances Sandilands  

Cairngryffe Church     October 2020  Donald McIntosh 
    January 2021  Irene Watson 
    February 2021  Margaret Forster 
Libberton & Quothquan Church      
    February 2021  Maisie Hodge 

 
 

Below are brief tributes to three active and long-term church members.  We hope sometime soon to hold  
a memorial service for all those in our churches and parishes who died during the pandemic.  

ANNIE GILCHRIST.                  Symington Parish Church. 

On 3rd February, Symington lost a much loved member of the community, Annie Gilchrist. Annie spent 
most of her adult life in Symington and was a well- known and respected figure in the village. She was a 
long standing member and past President of the local Women’s Rural Institute, loyal member of       
Symington Church and of the Guild. Very talented at baking and handicrafts, her work featured in local 
agricultural shows. She was an active supporter of the local Cancer Research  Committee. In addition, 
she and her husband raised thousands of pounds by organising local social events. A wide range of 
beneficiaries included Cancer Care and Research, Kello, Law and     Roadmeetings hospitals and many 
others. She will be sadly missed. 

FRANCES SANDILANDS.                   Symington Parish Church 

It is almost impossible to imagine Symington without Frances.   She was everywhere, in all our activities 
and in all our lives  She shot all over the village, all over Biggar.  She only had to hear of incapacity or 
illness and she was there – soup in hand, paperbacks to distribute and as much TLC as was needed. 

On top of all this, she supported the church and sang in the choir. She involved with great pride in her 
family and took a great interest in the families of her friends.  She was great company and enjoyed being 
with her friends and extending the hospitality of her home.  

During her life, Frances enjoyed travelling. She loved Scotland particularly Arran, and visited family in 
Canada and Alaska among other places.  In the last few years, she revelled in her visits to Sanary in 
Provence where among other things she discovered the joy of myrtle jam on warm baguettes for break-
fast.  She also enjoyed the occasional glass of the local rose wine and she enjoyed wandering through 
the town , the cafes and the shops.  

She loved the choir and turned out faithfully week by week, rain or shine, sore knees or stiff back to 
keep us all in line. She had a busy time each Wednesday with a music file that would have graced the         
Orpheus choir.  She also had a roving commission to switch occasionally from being a soprano to being 
a contralto. This was determined by her deciding she could cope more ably with the alto part. She sat at 
the end of the row so she could cross over the passageway. This was seldom easy or uncomplicated 
but she soon got herself organised - usually just in time to switch back. 

Frances’s concern for others was indeed one of her great strengths.  She showed constant interest in 
people and they responded to her – she was well liked and popular in the community although she 
would have dismissed this description. She was generous in her time and her energy and was quick to 
contribute to any appeals for support for social events – especially if baking was requested. 

We remember with deep affection and gratitude today, a woman who as a grandmother, mother, mother 
in law, wife, aunt, friend and neighbour, impacted on the lives of everyone who came in contact with her.   

We will miss her.                       Ross Russell 

MAISIE HODGE.                      Libberton & Quothquan Parish Church 

Maisie was one of the first people ordained to the eldership in the time of Rev. Susan Cowell (1986), and 

her gentle spirit, kindness and friendliness made her very popular amongst the church and local      

communities.   Following her husband’s untimely death, Maisie discovered what she felt was a healing 

gift given to her, in her grief, by God, and for many years she shared that gift through practicing Reiki 

healing, to the benefit of many people.  Maisie will be missed by many people. 



“Hello.  I am Angela the new Community Outreach Worker.   

When I was told my interview had been successful, I was really looking forward to the 
new year and coming up to meet everyone which I am still looking forward to but it 
looks as though I will be meeting you in other ways. 

I live in Lockerbie and I was ordained into the Church of Scotland Diaconate six years 
ago and have spent that time working in Annandale and Eskdale as a Deacon with a 
similar remit to what is being asked of me here.  I ran a variety of projects with the 
congregations and communities I was involved with.  These included Pizza & Craft 
nights; Allsorts (a group of women who met for crafting, playing scrabble and putting 
the world to rights); getting involved in community events like the Christmas Lights 
switch on and Gala Day; planting projects; Soles of our Shoes exhibition as part of a 

local response to the 16 days of activism on domestic violence;  labyrinth making and working alongside a 
worship group to create prayer spaces which provided an alternative form of worship; working with children 
in groups like Messy Church and Scripture Union and Sweet Reminiscence.  

It is a strange way to be working and I value the trust that George, Nikki and Bill Love have in me.  Just now 
you could be forgiven for thinking that I do not appear to be doing much, I seem to be an enigma!  At the 
moment there is a combination of getting to know the parishes as much as I can through lots of phone calls 
and zoom meetings and building relationships with people and possible partner organisations.  Along with 
the ministry team I have been preparing materials for us to use during Lent and I have been sourcing things 
for schools to use too.  There is a Lent Lego Challenge coming soon.  I am also looking into other ideas for 
the future once we can meet with minimal restrictions.  Remember those days? 

In the words of the late Captain Tom, “Tomorrow will be a good day!” 

Love and Blessings, Angela 

COMMUNITY OUTREACH WORKER 

Some of you may already have had the opportunity to speak with Angela Brydson, our new Community 
Outreach Worker shared with Upper Clyde and Douglas Valley Parish Churches.   

Angela has been attending and contributing to our online worship .  Here she introduces herself. 

WATCH OUR FOR….The daily Lego Challenge. 

Angela will post a  daily short video of the Holy 
Week and Easter Story followed by a LEGO  

challenge on the Tinto Parishes Facebook page 
each day from 15th March onwards. 

Targeted at young people and the ‘young at 
heart’ the challenge will be to build a LEGO    

creation to the theme of the day.   

If you want to post a photo of your creation,  
you will be very welcome. 

We hope to share this challenge also with local 
Schools throughout the Upper Clydesdale area. 

 

THROUGH THE WINDOW. 

Angela has sourced a  weekly meditation for the season  

of LENT featuring the wonders of nature.   

This will come with your weekly mailing for worship. 

This week: TREES 



Meditation Trees are amazing.   Their roots go down into the ground holding 

them upright and stable and taking precious nutrients from the 
soil to feed their growth. Moving up the tree the trunk and the 
branches become thinner and more delicate making   patterns 
against the sky that are often very distinctive. And they support 
life. Whether there are leaves on your tree or not, there will be 
creatures living on or under the bark; perhaps birds     nesting in 
the branches; even squirrels or owls hiding away.  

 

Something to think about  
Where are you rooted?  
What do you need to feed your growth?  
What gives you life?  

Through the Window  
Connecting with creation through Lent  

even when you can’t get outside.  

If you have a tree outside your window, stop, take a moment 
to stand or sit and simply look. If there is not one you can see, 

take a closer look at the beautiful sycamore tree above, or 
find a picture of a tree that you like in a book or on the         

internet, or close your eyes and imagine a tree that you know.  

‘GENTLY CHRISTIAN’ weekly reflections for the season of LENT.  

Sourced for us by:       Angela Brydson, Community Outreach Worker 


