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Photos from HARfEST, 5th October 2019, in and beside Thankerton Hall, courtesy of Katie Angus and Suzanne Campbell. 



CHRISTMAS EVE  
TUESDAY 24

th
 DECEMBER 

Where to worship, and when? 

The choice is yours 
 

Symington Parish Church 

       7.00pm—Family Service 

Tea coffee and Christmas pies in the 

church after the service 

Libberton Parish Church.    

      9.00pm—Evening Service 

Merry mince pies in the church after 
the service 

Cairngryffe Parish Church  

    11.15pm—Watchnight Service 

Tea coffee and mince pies from 11.00pm, 

before the service 

CHRISTMASTIDE—JOINT TINTO WORSHIP 

SUNDAY 29
th

 DECEMBER – Christmas+1 

11.00am—Joint Tinto Parishes Worship  

Family Service in Symington Parish Church 

Theme:  Holding on           Matthew 2:13-23 

SUNDAY 1
st

 JANUARY 2020 – Christmas+2 

11.00am—Joint Tinto Parishes Worship  

Family Service in Cairngryffe Parish Church 

Theme:  Word of Life       John 1:1-18 

CHRISTMAS at TINTO PARISHES 

CHRISTMAS DAY  
WEDNESDAY 25

th
 DECEMBER 

 

Joint Tinto Parishes Family Service 

 In Libberton Parish Church.    

at 10.30am 

Merry mince pies in the church after the service 

THE GIFT OF LOVE….THE GIFT OF PEACE 
AT CHRISTMAS 

A VERY MERRY CHRISTMAS AND A HAPPY NEW YEAR TO EVERYONE 

FROM THE MINISTER AND KIRK SESSIONS OF  

CAIRNGRYFFE, SYMINGTON  

AND LIBBERTON & QUOTHQUAN PARISH CHURCHES 



THE TINTO PARISHES:            The Church in our Community 

The Church of Scotland serving the South Lanarkshire communities of              

Carmichael, Covington, Libberton, Pettinain, Quothquan, Symington,                                   

Thankerton and an extensive rural hinterland.  

Minister:   Rev George C. Shand MA BD   (01899 309400)   george.shand@churchofscotland.org.uk 

Session Clerks:   

    Cairngryffe Parish Church   -  Charity Number SC 017001 

       Mrs Mary McLellan, Ledaig, Hagholm Road, Cleghorn,   ML11 7SG   (01555 871114) 

    Symington Parish Church:   -    SC 009095SC009095  

       Mr Robert Carson,  07786 624 068  or  robertdcarson@yahoo.com 

    Libberton & Quothquan Parish Church   -   SC 016304 

      Mr Paul Dobie,  Cairnview Cottage, Libberton Muir Road, Quothquan ML12 6NB   

01899 308248 

Visit our websites:    
   www.symingtonkirk.com   Webmaster:  Robert Carson            

www.cairngryffekirk.org.uk   Webmaster:  Jim Watt 

   www.libbertonquothquan.org.uk  Webmaster:   Paul Dobie 

And find us on  

 

Facebook 

‘The Tinto Parishes’ 

THE TINTO PARISHES           
                             Cairngryffe Parish Church       

                                               Libberton & Quothquan Parish Church 
                                                            Symington Parish Church 

            Tinto Parishes:  An open and welcoming community of faith 

WORSHIP IN BIGGAR CARE HOMES. 

Rev. George will lead worship: 

In January 2020 at 

   Greenhills—Wednesday 8th at 2.30pm 

   Gillespie Centre Lunch Club—Tuesday 

21st at 12.30pm 

   The Bield—Wednesday 29th at 2.30pm 
 

In March 2020 at 

   Greenhills—Wednesday 8th at 2.30pm 

   Gillespie Centre Lunch Club—Tuesday 

17th at 12.30pm 

   The Bield—Wednesday 25th at 2.30pm 

 

SUNDAY WORSHIP SERVICE TIMES 

M=Minister:      WG=Worship Group,      OA=Own arrangements:      COM=Communion   

2019 Cairngryffe Libberton & 
Quothquan 

Symington 

DECEMBER 1 1100   WG 1100   M 0930   M 

DEC 08 1100   M 1100   OA 0930   M 

DEC 15 1100   WG 1100   M 0930   M 

DEC  22 1100   M 1100   OA 0930   M 

DEC 29 Joint Tinto Parishes  Worship 1100  Symington 

2020 
JANUARY 05     

1100   Cairngryffe  Joint Tinto Parishes Worship 

JAN 12 0930   M 1100   M 1100   WG 

JAN 19 0930   M 1100   OA 1100   M 

JAN 26 0930   M 1100   M 1100   WG 

FEBRUARY 02 0930   M 1100   OA 1100   M 

FEB 09 0930   M 1100   M 1100   WG 

FEB 16 0930   M 1100   OA 1100   M 

FEB 23 0930   M 1100   M 1100   WG  

MARCH 01 0930   M   COM 1100   OA 1100   M   COM 

MAR 08 0930   M 1100   M   COM 1100   WG 

MAR 15 0930   M 1100   0A 1100   M 

MAR 22 0930   M 1100   M 1100   WG 

MAR 29 0930   M 1100   OA 1100   M 

Seasonal Picture.  ‘A LILY FROZEN IN A LOCAL GARDEN POND’  Freda Stobo.  

Date for your diary if you are an office bearer: 

Next Joint Office Bearers (JOB) CONFERENCE–  

7.30pm—17th February 2020 at Symington Church. 

Sacrament of Holy Communion 

 

Remember, if you would like Communion at home, please let your         

elder know, or contact Rev. George directly on 01899 309400 

We try, where possible, to hold the Home Communion on the same day    

or close to the Congregational Communion Day. 

Sunday 1st March  

 

9.30AM—CAIRNGRYFFE 

11.00AM—SYMINGTON 

Sunday 8th March  11.00AM—LIBBERTON & QUOTHQUAN 

http://www.symingtonkirk.com/
http://www.cairngryffekirk.org.uk/
http://www.cairngryffekirk.org.uk/


You can see the other sheep on the front cover—  ‘Harry Har-
vest’ from Carmichael Primary, and ‘Braaadley’ from Libberton 

From your Minister. 

Some time about 1,930 years ago, a community of Christians 

keen to more fully share their understanding of their relationship 

to God, collected together and selected out from the oral tradi-
tion, stories that for them revealed most clearly the loving nature 

of God, and the significance of Jesus.  They produced in today’s 

context what we might call a ‘Manifesto’.  It has come to be 

known as the Gospel of Matthew, and that Gospel will be our main scriptural 
focus in the coming months.  

These people lived within a world order that was dominated by oppressive 

powers that marginalised and exploited the ordinary people, and deemed 

them expendable.  However, their cherished stories showed Jesus offering 

a completely different ‘world order’ - recognising the image of God in every 
human he encountered, especially the stranger, the orphan, the widow, the 

leper, the tax collector, the prisoner, the poor, the sinner, the gentile, the 

enemy.   

Through these stories they celebrated Jesus’ message of their dignity, even 

as they were living within structures that regarded them as of no value.  
They celebrated too what they heard of the primacy of love as the basis of 

all relationship, and of God as the source of love. 

At Christmas, we too celebrate and value the stories they have curated for 

their own time and for future generations.   Whilst we often say, ‘Christmas 

is for the children’, we remember too that Christmas is primarily for us all – 

the people Jesus is speaking to through the stories when he talks of God-
given dignity and worth.  Christmas is the story of a child born of the God we 

know as love.  We too are born of God.   

We too are born of love. 

“Your friend and minister, 

George 

 

FAIRTRADE CHURCHES 

In recent months, two of the Tinto Parishes Churches 

have been awarded Fairtrade Church status. 

Cairngryffe Parish Church and Libberton & Quothquan    

Parish Church are now FAIRTRADE CHURCHES, with a 

proven commitment towards Fairtrade in their regular   

activities, and in the promotion of Fairtrade.  

 

DECEMBER 1  ADVENT 1    Isaiah 2:1-5 Holding on to the Light 

DEC 08  ADVENT 2 Isaiah 11:1-10 Holding on to Hope 

DEC 15  ADVENT 3 Isaiah 35:1-10 Holding on to Vision 

DEC  22  ADVENT 4 Isaiah 7:10-16 Holding on to LIfe 

DEC 29 Matthew 2:13-23 Holding on 

2020   

JANUARY 05     John 1:1-18 Word of LIfe 

JAN 12 Matthew 3:13-17 Baptism 

JAN 19 John 1:29-42 Come and See 

JAN 26 Matthew 4:12-23 Follow Me 

FEBRUARY 02 Matthew 5:1-12 Beatitudes 

FEB 09 Matthew 5:13-20 Salt and Light 

FEB 16 Matthew 5:21-37 Anger and Oaths 

FEB 23 Matthew 17:1-9 Climb every mountain 

WORSHIP CALENDAR— 

Our lectionary for the next three years is called the Revised Common      

Lectionary.  It is an ecumenical series of scripture readings that follow the 
Christian Seasons and is used regularly by many Protestant Churches, and 

encouraged by the Church of Scotland.  The focus for this year will be on the 

Gospel of Matthew. 

Below you will find the key reading for each Sunday from now until the    

Sunday before LENT, and also the theme for the service.  For more detailed 
readings, closer to the time, please see the order of service 

HARfEST.  Our competition for HARfEST was 

open to each of our three Primary Schools—to create 

around a topiary sheep frame a “celebration of our  

natural environment and the creatures within it.” 

The winning sheep is to the right.  Unfortunately it is 

difficult to make out in a photo—you had to see it for 

yourself!.. as each of our congregations did, during   

Harvest Thanksgiving services.   

Our judge, Jill Allen, said that the winning entry, named 

‘Autumn’, from Tinto Primary School Class 3, was a 

“wonderful use of Autumn plant material, amazingly 

coloured and very creative.  An excellent effort, and a 

winning piece of work.” 



—-—–——–-NEWS FROM THE PARISHES—–———- 

  —WHAT’S HAPPENING IN CAIRNGRYFFE— 

It hardly seems like any time since our last 

FOCUS distribution, yet here we are looking 

over our shoulder at 2019 and wondering 
where has it gone and of course forward to 

2020, wondering what that may bring.   

We did have a few milestones along the 

way, all of which were greeted with grateful 

thanks: the induction of Rev George as Moderator of Lanark Presbytery; 
the exceptionally successful HARfEST event held in Thankerton Village 

Hall, where there was a “guest appearance” 

of Winnie the Coo, much to the delight of 

children and adults alike – and four of 
Sandilands Farm’s best lambs and many 

more ways to enjoy the Fun Day that it was; 

and, of course, our various Harvest   

Thanksgiving Services. 

And after that we marched on to the visit of 
the Rt. Rev. Colin Sinclair, Moderator of 

The General Assembly and his wife, Ruth, who had a jam-packed        

programme of events of all kinds, during their time visiting Lanark Presby-

tery.  Colin led worship at our Tinto Parishes Joint Service in Symington 
on November 3 which was very much enjoyed by everyone in attendance 

on the day. 

Now, as we prepare for the fast approaching Winter Season, we have had 

the Holiday Club on November 18th, Cairngryffe’s Celebration of Holy 

Communion on November 24th and, what has now become an annual 

event, our Joint Reflection Service on Saturday evening, November 30th, 
held this year in Symington Kirk. 

Christmas Appeal - New Beginnings – Christmas Food Box 

We continue our work on the white goods project and, another event 

which has become an annual feature is our Christmas Appeal for some 

help with the Christmas Food Box contents and, although at the time of 

writing the appeal is still live, we would like to thank all those who have 
given so generously in the past toward the success of this appeal.  We 

look forward to receiving donations of seasonal food items and I am    

hopeful that we will reach our goal of raising £300.00 in order to provide a 

 

“Did somebody mention my name?” 

CAIRNGRYFFE SUNDAY SCHOOL  -   WINTER 2019 

We meet in the church at the start of the service and take part in the first 

part of the service. After Time Together we go to our Sunday School 
Room to do our own Bible based activities. 

We are now preparing for Christmas, the children will perform a short     

Nativity based story during morning service on Sunday 15th December 
2019. 

We will take a break over Christmas time and restart on Sunday 12th of 
January 2020. 

In the New Year to Easter Term we will be looking at stories about Jesus 

and his teachings. 

Date and Times 

Now till 15th December 2019 11am. 

Holidays/ No Sunday School 22ND &29TH December  2019 and            
5TH January 2020. 

New Term starts Sunday 12TH January 2020 at 9.30am. 

 Our Bible based teaching is for children of nursery school and primary 

school age, we are a small group and new children are always      

welcome. 

As we approach the Advent Season, we will be decorating the church for 

Christmas as always and we look forward to hearing the story of Christ’s 
birth, to singing some of those well-loved Christmas Carols.  And don’t for-

get  ---  the Songs of Praise Big Sing event planned for December 8 in 

Cairngryffe  Come and join us ! 

I would like to take this opportunity to wish you all a Peaceful and Joyous 

Christmas Season and Good Health in 2020. 

 

Mary McLellan. Session Clerk at Cairngryffe Parish Church 

Many of the projects the Moderator visited explored the 

church’s connection with children and young people.   

Here Colin and Ruth are fully engaged in the ‘Mainly Music’ 

activities at Forth Parish Church.  Mainly Music initiatives are 

fun music groups for parents or primary care givers to enjoy 

together with their young child.   

They offer a place of connection—with others at the same life 

stage, with music, and with the local Church.    



 —WHAT’S HAPPENING IN LIBBERTON & QUOTHQUAN— 

The congregation were delighted to welcome friends 

from our joint parishes and the wider Lanark          
Presbytery to Libberton Kirk for the installation of Rev 

George as Moderator of the Lanark Presbytery 2019-

20, and many from the congregation attended the 

Joint Service in Symington when the Moderator of the 
General Assembly, Right Rev Colin Sinclair led      

worship alongside Rev George.   

Parishioners from Libberton and Quothquan worked with others from    

Symington and Cairngryffe to help make the HARfEST event in Thankerton 

a real success.   

This new event was complemented by our more 

traditional Harvest Thanksgiving Service which, 
just like HARfEST, was only made possible by the 

enthusiasm and commitment of our parishioners.    

The congregation was delighted to congratulate 

two couples from Libberton and Quothquan       

recently.  Margaret & David Brown celebrated 
their 57th wedding anniversary and Grace & David Parton celebrated their 

Diamond (60th) wedding anniversary – and received a congratulatory card 

from Her Majesty, the Queen. 

Our small but committed Worship group has led our services again on   

several occasions.  We are very appreciative of their efforts as they strive 

to bring a different dimension to our worship.  We are also grateful to     
Rev Bill Buchan who frequently leads us in worship on the Sunday when 

Rev George is not available.   

Freda organised all aspects of the Joint Prayer and Praise service in late 

October on the theme “We are the Stewards of the Earth”.  The service 

was well attended by both L&Q parishioners and friends from our joint   
parishes, all of whom were honoured to be the first Christians ever to sing 

two original hymns, (written by Freda).  The visual stimuli Freda brought 

along supported those attending in their reflections and meditations on this 

important theme. 

Following Lilias and Roger ‘s move to the Isle of Arran, we have had some 
re-organisation in Libberton & Quothquan.  Lilias contributed so much to 

the parish, not only as Session Clerk but as Prayer & Praise Promoter,   

organist etc.  She has left big boots to fill but members of congregation 

have stepped forward to take on responsibility for the different roles and 

 

HARfEST.  Roger Nicholls devised a 
new way to play ‘Noughts & Crosses’-

Unexpected Visitor to Libberton Kirk 

The congregation of Libberton & Quothquan Kirk might have had a     

surprise guest on Sunday 27th October at their service.  Any children   

attending the service would have been thrilled and excited but the        
congregation would have been somewhat distracted. 

On Friday 25th, I ran Sandra up to the Church to replace fading flowers in 

a window which she had dressed for Harvest Thanksgiving the previous 

Sunday.  Suddenly we heard a whirring noise and looking up we saw a 

little bird fluttering from window to window and flying above the roof 
beams.  Sadly there was nothing we could do to catch the intruder or 

open a window to let it escape.  Fortunately part of the window display 

included a bird feeder with a few peanuts.  A small bowl was found for 

water and placed in the window.  A few grapes were ‘pinched’ from     
another window display and placed next the bowl of water. 

We were both very concerned that the little creature might not survive. 

Fortunately I remembered my good neighbour David Grieve had a       
licence to catch, ring and release wild birds in his garden.  He catches 

the birds in a ‘mist net’, a very fine almost invisible mesh.  Birds become 

entangled in the net but are immediately gently disentangled, ringed and 

then set free. The net is about 10 feet deep and very wide, supported on 
long canes at each end. 

On Saturday I asked David if he could please help, he did not hesitate.  

The bird which he identified as a blue tit was still flying about.  We put the 

‘mist net’ across the balcony, wall to wall.  Then with much hand clapping 

the bird flew into the net after a few minutes.  David then removed it and 
released it outside where it flew off.  David said it was in fine fettle and 

none the worse from its imprisonment. 

What a relief!  Prayers had been answered! 

John Austin 

tasks: the Session Clerk is Paul Dobie, assisted by Murray Brown and    

other members of the Kirk Session; Freda Stobo has taken on the role of 
Prayer & Praise Promoter; David Hodgson will organise locum and      

organist cover as well as all aspects of Holy Communion; Melvyn Stobo 

will take and distribute minutes of Kirk Session meetings.  We very much 

hope to work as a team to continue the work of Libberton & Quothquan 
Kirk and are very grateful indeed to friends from other parishes - Alice, 

Mabel and Gillian – who come along to play the organ for us.   

             Elizabeth Dobie 



LANARK PRESBYTERY ELDER’S REPORT 

At the Communion service before the September meeting of Presbytery I 

had the pleasure and privilege of installing Rev George as my successor 
as Moderator of the Presbytery.  I doubt there have been many (if any) 

situations where an elder has installed his own minister to succeed him as 

Moderator of Presbytery! 

The General Assembly, as part of the Radical Action Plan, approved 

working towards a reduction in the number of Presbyteries to around 12 

from the current 43.  As part of this process Lanark Presbytery is entering 
into discussions with Hamilton Presbytery and the review into the structure 

of Lanark Presbytery has been suspended while this is ongoing. 

Tinto Parishes were successful in obtaining an award of £1,030 from the 

Ministries and Mission Discretionary Allowance towards the cost of our 

HARfEST project.  This is a scheme whereby an amount can be deducted 
from our Ministries and Mission contributions in order to fund congregation 

mission projects which fit certain criteria. 

Both Symington and Carluke: St John’s congregations have moved to the 

Unitary Constitution. 

Mr. Stephen Hefford has been appointed as Veterans Champion for     

Lanark Presbytery and a group is to be gathered together to support him. 

The visit of the Moderator of the General Assembly of the Church of Scot-

land, Rt. Rev. Colin Sinclair and his wife to Lanark Presbytery took place 
at the end of October and was very successful.  The highlight for the Tinto 

Parishes was the joint service on Sunday 3rd November at which he 

preached.  On the afternoon of that same day at Douglas Valley Church 

he preached at a service marking their moving into Guardianship and re-
linquishing their right to call a minister for the time being.  This will release 

a ministry post for this area and it is hoped that a Ministry Development 

Worker may eventually be appointed to cover The Douglas Valley Church, 

the Tinto Parishes and The Upper Clyde Church areas and talks are     
ongoing as to the work which such an appointment may involve. 

The Kirk Session of Lesmahagow: Abbeygreen Church have indicated 

that they and the congregation wish to leave the Church of Scotland.  A 

Special Committee has been set up to oversee the transition.  As it would 

appear that all the congregation will be leaving and Presbytery will have 
no need for the buildings, it has been agreed that they will be sold to the 

congregation at market value.  The Parish will be united with that of    

Coalburn and Lesmahagow: Old, to be known as Coalburn and Lesma-

hagow with the assets of Abbeygreen being transferred to the new Parish.   

—––——WHAT’S HAPPENING IN SYMINGTON————   

The Moderator of the General Assembly of the 

Church of Scotland, the Rt Rev Colin Sinclair, 
participated in the Tinto Parishes’ joint Church 

service in Symington on Sunday 3rd November. 

His visit to Symington was one of his many   

duties during his ten day visit to Lanark      
Presbytery. He was accompanied on his visit 

by his wife Ruth. The Moderator and his wife 

joined the congregation for tea and coffee    

before the service. During the service the Moderator presented Ross     
Russell with a long service certificate to mark his forty two years as Session 

Clerk at Symington.  In return the Moderator received from Ross a copy of 

his book which he had published about the   

history of Symington.   

It was generally felt that the Service was 

very much enjoyed by all who came along 
to be part of this special day and indeed 

most gratifying to see our wee Kirk almost 

at full capacity to hear Rt. Rev. Colin’s  

message to us. 

Heather Davidson has stepped down as Prayer co-ordinator for Symington 
and we thank her for her years of diligent service.  Mrs Nancy Overend has 

agreed to take over this role. 

Approval has now been given for Symington to 

adopt the Unitary Constitution of the Church of 

Scotland.  
The final meeting of the Congregational Board 

was held on the 1st December.   

As the congregation looks forward to the many 

Christmas Services and celebrations through-

out the Parishes we would cordially invite one 

and all to join us and be part of those festivities 
celebrating the birth of Jesus and the true 

meaning of Christmas 

Robert Carson, Session Clerk at Symington 

 



FROM OUR KIRK TREASURERS 

Cairngryffe Church – Treasurer’s Report 

Income to October 2019              Expenditure to October 2019     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The above statement is prepared on an ‘Income and Expenditure’ basis.                             

Linzi Struthers, Treasurer 

Six Assessor elders have been appointed as full members of the Kirk      

Session of Lesmahagow: Abbeygreen to ensure that there is no conflict of 
interest during the period leading up to their leaving.  It is hoped that the    

process can be completed by 31st December. 

Part of the November meeting of Presbytery took the form of a conference at 

which representatives from Try Praying https://www.trypraying.co.uk/        

presented the concept behind the organisation.  They have produced a small 

booklet to be used over a week to guide your prayers, with the idea that you 
‘use it and lose it’.  In other words, after you have used it you should either 

pass it on to someone else, or leave it somewhere where someone might 

pick it up and be inspired to pray, where they are religious or not. 

Jim Watt, Presbytery Elder, Cairngryffe 

SUNDAY CAIRNGRYFFE SYMINGTON 

1st December 2019 Lily Borthwick Linda McKay 

8th December 2019 Sandra Stewart Jill Allen 

15th December 2019 Elsie Pahnke Christmas Decor 

22nd December 2019 Christmas Flowers Janette Hope 

29th December 2019 Christmas Flowers Christmas Flowers 

 5th January 2020 Christmas Flowers Joint Service 

12th January 2020 Christmas Flowers Liz Short 

19th January 2020 Warnock Girls Olive Hunter 

26th January 2020 IMO Flora Ireland Muriel McDougall 

2nd February 2020 IMO Margaret Edge Sheena Carlyle 

9th February 2020 Nancy Nicholl Hazel Howat 

16th February 2020 Kris Todd Etta Prentice 

23rd February 2020 Rosemary Whitefield Jill Allan 

FLOWER LISTS 

IN PRAISE OF OUR ORGANISTS 

INCOME £ EXPENDITURE £ 

Ordinary 2,245 Ministry & Mission 9,865 

Freewill 1,353 Travel Expenses 773 

Gift Aid 9,767 Joint Cong Expenses 3,952 

2019 Gift Aid (accrued) 2,442 Salaries 2,980 

Tea Committee 525 Printing & stationary 168 

Donations 100 Presbytery Dues 436 

    Miscellaneous 402 

SUB TOTAL INCOME 16,432 SUB TOTAL EXPEND 18,486 

Drawn from Reserves   Fabric Repairs 1,909 

121 Fabric Fund   Insurance 2,219 

General Trustees 6,951 Scottish Power 2,823 

TOTAL INCOME 23,383 TOTAL EXPENDITURE 25,437 

 Deficit to Date 2,054     

https://www.trypraying.co.uk/


HARfEST was an outreach project of our Tinto Parishes:, about 

connecting & re-connecting, about celebrating & listening.   

The idea for it arose out of all the discussions our Kirk Sessions were 

involved in last year as part of the Local Church    Review.  We were talk-

ing about ways of taking our celebrations of the main    Christian festivals 

out into the community.  We wanted it to be fun, and meaningful.   

And it was a great event.   

We are very grateful to the many   people within our Church  network 

who came out to plan and to assist.  Many volunteered their skills and 

experience in working with young people.  Others volunteered their time.  

Others brought livestock—a considerable logistical challenge in such 

confined space.   

 Will we repeat it?  So much of the event was action learning, and experi-

menting.  We have learnt a lot.  We may very well put it into practice 

again. 

             The Tinto Parishes 

HARfEST 

   f ood for body, mind and soul 

A celebration of Harvest for all ages 
5th October  

2019 



MODERATOR VISIT TO LANARK PRESBYTERY.  November 2019 

Here are some moments from the Moderator’s visit to our churches and our communities.  

We give thanks for the contribution of Rt. Rev. Colin Sinclair and his wife Ruth to the work of 

our Presbytery .  A short video  of moments from the 10 day visit has been produced and we 

will share it when there is an opportunity. 



THE CHURCH IN THE WORLD – Advent in Tiberias 

An extract from the blog of Rev. Kate McDonald, currently serving as 

Church of Scotland Mission Partner in Tiberias. 

Last week, as I was printing off the service 
sheets for December and preparing the    

Advent wreath, I sensed that we needed to 

do something different his year.  Lighting our 

Advent candles just didn't seem enough.  
Each year I've been here, Advent simply  

hasn't felt like Advent, but I've   never been 

able to figure out exactly why.  

I thought about what Advent is about.  Anticipation. Preparation. Reflection.  

Elsewhere, that is taking place against the backdrop of a Christmas mad-

ness which has already been going on for several weeks.  Church becomes 
the one space that the Christmas rush has not yet begun.  So Advent offers 

a space to pause and breath deeply, to sit in the gentle flickering candle-

light as we hear again the story of God written on this world, to know that it 

continues to unfold.  

That is Advent elsewhere. And it is beautiful, and precious, and holy.  

But there are no visible signs of Christmas at all here in Tiberias. So how 

are we to anticipate, prepare, and reflect in this context?  

I thought of those who are worshipping at St Andrew's these days. Our av-

erage attendance is around a dozen (that may not sound like much, but this 

time last year, it was four): UN staff and their families, Methodist volunteers 
supporting the pilgrim groups who visit the Galilee, people who have lived 

here for many years, and those who are visiting for several weeks. The 

community shifts as people come and go. It is still small and fragile.  But it 

is a community. And most of our members are away from the country they 
call home, in this land where Christians are a tiny minority. 

It occurred to me that maybe Advent looks 

different here from the way it does in Europe 

or North America.  Maybe it looks a little 
more noisy, a bit more chaotic.  Maybe it 

looks like a little community decorating to-

gether, adding to the decorations week by 

week until by Christmas the church is ready 
and we are ready to welcome Jesus.  

Each week I will set out another box of    
decorations, or candles, or greenery, and 

invite the congregation to place them 

  

LOCAL ORGANISATIONS 

CAIRNGRYFFE EVERYOUNG CLUB 

On December 5th members enjoyed a hearty Christmas Lunch at 
Carnwath Golf Club with entertainment provided. 

The fun doesn’t end there as the fortnightly meetings in Thankerton     
Village Hall at 2.00pm resume on :- 

Jan 9th – Pipe Major Donald Williams (Coalburn) – Tales and tunes 
on the small pipes  

Jan 23rd - Burns Afternoon - with entertainers and guest speakers 

Feb - 13th – Charlie Rigg (Biggar) - The Lesser Known Flemings and 
Mary Queen of Scots  

Feb 27th – Rev Bill Buchan (Biggar) - My Travels with the Kilt 

Mar 12th – tbc 

March 26th – Vanessa Rodgers (Thankerton) – Holiday to Easter 
Island  

For more information please contact the Secretary,  

Charlie Todd, on 308327 

around the church at some point during or after the service. Yesterday 

we started with the tree, which slowly became more colourful as people 
came forward during the affirmation of faith, the intercessions, the peace, 

the offering, and after communion. After the service, over refreshments, 

we hung the rest of the ornaments and laughed and took pictures and 

shared stories of tree decorating 'back home'.  

One person said it felt like an act of prayer for her. Someone else de-

clared it a new tradition to be repeated next year. Several told me how 
welcome it made them feel.  

What I saw as I led worship was a church of God's people joyfully antici-

pating, together preparing for, and prayerfully reflecting on the coming of 

our Lord. 

That is Advent here in Tiberias. And it is beautiful and precious and holy.  

Rev. Kate MacDonald  - Kate blogs regularly at  https://imaginationofpeace.com/  

https://imaginationofpeace.com/


Every time a new edition of a Church Hymn Book is produced, some old 

hymns are dropped – they have served their purpose in time but are now no 
longer popular. Many well-loved hymns remain – some of them not-so-old, 

others dating back hundreds of years.  Sometimes there’s a bit of tinkering 

with language to make them more relevant to today (often controversial!).  

And then new hymns are added.  

Why are some people drawn towards writing new hymns?  There will be 

many reasons, no doubt - as many as there are hymn writers.  Within     
congregations I’m sure some people would say ’there’s more than enough 

good hymns already.  Why do we need new ones?’.  The familiarity of a well

-loved hymn adds something important to the worship experience.  And 

many of us don’t feel confident as singers-out, so familiarity gives us     
courage.   

One reason for writing new hymns is that the writer wants to share the per-

spective of their faith about contemporary issues - especially those issues 

that have not been prominent in the past.  There are 22 hymns in our CH4 

Hymnbook written by Shirley Erena Murray, and a 
good many of them tackle justice and               

environmental issues.  Shirley lives in Wellington, 

New Zealand, was born in 1931, and her first   

publication of hymns was in 1992, when she was 
in her early sixties.  Professor Colin Gibson, who 

is also a hymn writer, described her hymns in 

2009 as "distinguished by their inclusive language 

and their innovative use of Māori, their bold      
appropriation of secular terms and their original poetic imagery drawn from 

nature and domestic life, but equally by the directness with which they    
confront contemporary issues."  

Internationally, we are well known in Scotland for the 

hymns and songs of the Wild Goose Resource 
Group, specifically John L. Bell and Graham Maule.  

John is credited as author of 61 of the Hymns in CH4.  

They have shone a light upon contemporary issues, 

brought a wide range of ‘World Church’ songs to the 
attention of worshippers, and connected many      

well-known Scottish folk tunes to worship hymns. 

Through all these hymns that connect with contemporary issues we can   

offer up our concerns to God, express our unity with those affected by the  
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issues, and pledge our commitment to act in suitable ways.  

While some of the major issues are global in their scope – such as      

Climate Change – there are often more local social issues that writers 

seek to connect with.   

Four years ago, the Methodist Minister and 
hymn writer Andrew Pratt contacted the editors 

of the ‘Singing the Faith’ Hymnbook with a 

hymn he had written in March 2015, at a Church 

Conference in Manchester, in response to a 
presentation from the Public Issues Team of the 

local Synod of the Methodist Church and United 

Reformed Church.  It was about the rise in the 

number of Food-Banks, and the hymn was sung 
at the end of the Conference. 

Andrew Bradstock, Secretary for Church and Society with the United   

Reformed Church offered some thoughts at the time on Andrew’s hymn.  

He said, “This hymn by Andrew Pratt highlights one of the most troubling 

phenomena of our time – the number of people who, in our relatively 
wealthy country, are struggling to feed themselves and their families and 

perceiving, when they seek gainful employment, a system more          
committed to the ‘stick’ than the ‘carrot’ and a culture more willing to 

blame than understand. 

“Andrew’s words ask the singer – if they are not themselves a foodbank 

visitor – to identify with the person queuing for food who may feel 
‘punished’ and ‘blamed’ for doing so. It’s one thing to talk about ‘loving 

our neighbour’, the hymn seems to say, but quite another to place       
ourselves in their shoes. 

“Authentic Christianity knows nothing of ‘cheap love’, the hymn reminds 
us: it is only as we “sit beside” the other and “feel the pain” that they can 

experience that love of which the Gospel speaks. Sharing is the leitmotif 
here: as we share the other’s injustice (verse 1) and ‘hurt’ (verse 2) so 

they can begin to share “the comfort of the love of which we 
preach” (verse 3). 

“This is a hymn which, to use a cliché, both comforts the disturbed and 

disturbs the comfortable – drawing connections between the hungry who 
queue for food and “a world that thrives on greed”, identifying the differ-
ence between talking of love and the more costly business of acting it.    

So often we are concerned, when speaking about the Gospel, to ‘get the 
words right’. This hymn challenges us to live it ‘as fact’, a much harder 

task.”   



 

Prayer Page 
 TREE OF LIFE               ISAIAH 11:1 

“A SHOOT SHALL COME FROM THE STUMP OF JESSE,  
AND A BRANCH SHALL GROW OUT OF HIS ROOTS.”    

 

 

MEDITATION 

Rootedness.   Trees linking me with the earth beneath my feet 

opening to the depths—history. 

Standing.   Trees conveying my need to be located in space 

and time.  A point of reference—location 

Transcendence.   Trees expressing my need for expansiveness.      

Feeling of beyond—ecstasy. 

Generation upon generation seeing one tree.   

Wisdom, sacred space, giver of food.   

Where kings were crowned, justice dispensed. 

We see our families in trees.  Family trees. 

I am of the tree of Jesse.   I am of the tree of Life. 

My prayer is to live with rootedness that brings life. 

 To stand in a way that upholds truth. 

 To open my life to grow way beyond my hopes and dreams. 

“ 

POEM. 

Framing the Sky 

A tracery of birch 

in slender silhouette, 

framing a moody, 

November sky, 

bedecked with stratus clouds 

in atmospheric shades 

of blue and grey and white; 

Exquisite beauty, 

an autumnal offering 

from the Architect Divine. 

Bestower of amazing, 

inspirational design 

Poem and Photo by Freda Stobo, November 2019;           
Meditation from ’More Than Words’, St. Andrew’s Press 2008 

Prayer Promoters 

Symington Parish Church –                         Nancy Overend          Tel 01899  308469 

Cairngryffe  Parish Church –   Liz Hiddleston            Tel 01899 221664  

Libberton & Quothquan Parish Church  -  Freda Stobo       Tel 01555 840718 

Thank you to all contributors who provided the information 
contained in this newsletter.  

The Spring FOCUS will be issued late in February 2020.        
Contributions from both village and church organisations 

and groups covering the period from March 2020 up to the end of May 
2020 should be sent to me  

by Sunday 9th February at the latest.    

 I can be reached at: - Charlie Todd, 63 Station Rd, Thankerton,    
Biggar ML12 6NZ      Tel: 01899 308327  

or by email at kandctodd@gmail.com 

REMEMBER:  If you do not receive the FOCUS Magazine regularly, but want to keep up 

with news at Tinto Parishes, you can ask for an electronic copy to be sent to you.     

Contact Rev George on George.Shand@churchofscotland.org.uk  

Here are the words of his hymn.  I think it can be sung to the tune,    

Scarlet Ribbons.  They are powerfully challenging to us all, and helpful, 
especially how they ask us to identify with those who have become     

victims in our society.  As it says, “love of neighbour is not easy.”  

So, is this a hymn to add to our repertoire?  It will be interesting to hear 

what you think. 

If we claim to love our neighbour  If we punish those with nothing, 

while the hungry queue for food,  blaming them for where they stand, 

are we prey to self deception?   is this love of friend or neighbour, 

Is perception quite so crude?   do we still not understand? 

If we sit beside our neighbours,   Love of neighbour is not easy 

begging for the things they need,  cuts us till we feel the pain 

we might share their own injustice  sharing hurt that they are feeling 

in a world that thrives on greed.   till they find new life again 

Love of neighbour sets us squarely 

in the place where they now sit, 

till the richness God has given 

builds a pearl around the grit; 

till each person shares the comfort 

of the love of which we preach, 

till we live as fact the Gospel: 

none can be beyond love's reach. 

NOTES:  Words of Andrew Bradstock—Adapted from singingthefaithplus.com 

Hymn: Andrew Pratt (born 1948) © 2015 Stainer & Bell Ltd, www.stainer.co.uk 

mailto:kandctodd@gmail.com


PUZZLE  PAGE  -   

I K C A R M I C H A E L I C 

E A I P E T T I N A I N T W 

A T T L A M I N G T O N S E 

S C L C O L N N R E D Y L C 

T O A A T I O R E O T N I T 

E R N I H B T I T G T E N Q 

N A A R A B G G L I N C U N 

D G R N N E N S U K O O H O 

N G K G K R I I O E T V T T 

G I H R E T M D C H G I A R 

G B U Y R O Y E Q Y N N W E 

O N H F T N S U I S I G N B 

A N E F O A A T V I B T R O 

O B A E N N G G N T A O A R 

N G B N O T S I W C L N C C 

H A O A M G N O B N Y F B T 

How’s your Geography?  Good?  But will it help you locate these local places? 

QUOTHQUAN :  BIGGAR :  ABINGTON :  LIBBERTON :  THANKERTON 

LAMINGTON :   SYMINGTON :   EASTEND: :   CAIRNGRYFFE :   TINTO 

CARMICHAEL :   CLYDE :   PETTINAIN :   COVINGTON :   RIGSIDE 

ROBERTON :   COULTER :   WISTON :   LANARK :   CARNWATH Is this what life was like before paper and scissors? 


